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SECTION A   GENERAL REGULATIONS 
 
A.1 Introduction 
A.1.1	 The University of Wolverhampton aligns the level of its awards and qualifications with the 


UK Quality Code for Higher Education published by the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA).  
This is a common framework within the United Kingdom.  All awards and qualifications of 
the University of Wolverhampton will meet the standards specified by the QAA, and in 
addition, where relevant, the requirements of Professional and Statutory Regulatory Bodies 
(PSRB).  All taught courses follow a modular framework and use the principle of credit 
accumulation.	


 
A.1.2  These regulations, which are approved by the University’s Academic Board, detail the 


requirements by which all taught courses are governed.  All taught courses offered by the 
University must comply with Sections A - E of these regulations, together with the relevant 
qualification regulations set out in Sections F - Z.  The only exception is where the 
Academic Board approves an exemption to a particular regulation.  A full list of valid 
exemptions is held by the Academic Registrar and reported annually to Academic Board.  
The relevant exemption is also notified to students in course and / or module guides.   


 
A.1.3  All taught courses within this regulatory framework use the Credit Accumulation and 


Transfer System (CATS), which refers to notional learning hours and includes formal 
contact, assessment, guided study and independent learning.  CATS points are most 
commonly used in UK Higher Education.  To support student mobility globally, the 
University also recognises the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS). Student transcripts 
will show both CATS and ECTS credits.  The following table shows the relationship between 
systems. 


 
University of 


Wolverhampton 
Credit 


CATS 
Credit 
Value 


ECTS 
Credit 
Value 


Notional 
learning 


hours 
1 1 0.5 10 


 
A.1.4  For the purposes of these regulations, it is the academic level of the award, rather than the 


name of the award, which will determine the regulatory framework by which students 
study. Level is determined by reference to the UK Quality Code for Higher Education, 
intellectual demand, learning styles and the nature of assessment. 


 
A.1.5 Some courses are postgraduate in time, for example, taken as professional conversion 


courses by students who have a first degree in any discipline. However, the learning 
outcomes and assessment are at levels 5 and 6 and as such are not deemed to be 
postgraduate courses on the basis of level. These courses fall within the scope of the 
relevant undergraduate regulations.  


		


A.2  Course Framework  
A.2.1 The University Bye-Law No. 5 http://www.wlv.ac.uk/about-us/governance/legal-


information/policies-and-regulations/describes the criteria relating to the award and 
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management of Degrees, Diplomas and Certificates.  The bye-laws list all qualifications 
approved by the Board of Governors. All course awards must comply with this bye-law. 


 
Titles of some qualifications are reserved for students studying specified courses, others 
are more generic and subjects are classified as an Arts or Science subject. Specialist and 
Integrated courses will be classified as offering an Arts or Science qualification at 
validation.  


 
A.2.2 Courses may be: 
  
 Standard Full-time and contain modules worth 120 credits each University academic year, 


taught over two semesters. 
 
 Non-Standard Full-time and contain modules worth 120 credits each calendar year, taught 


in any combination. 
  
 Accelerated Full-time and contain modules worth 180 credits each 12 month period, 


taught over three semesters. 
 
 Masters Full-time and contain modules worth 120 taught credits and a further 60 credits 


independent study at level 7 in accordance with section P of these regulations. 
 
 Part-time and normally contain modules worth no more than 80 credits each University 


academic year. 
  
Any exceptions to this framework must be approved by the University Quality 
Enhancement Committee, on behalf of Academic Board, following consultation with the 
Academic Registrar.   
 


A.2.3 Course Specification Templates  will specify the modules required to be taken and any 
other additional requirements, which must be satisfied for the award of the qualification.   
All award names (final and interim) must be approved as part of the validation process. 
Courses must have a unique award name, which together with the qualification title 
described in section A.2.1 describes the subject or field of study. No two courses will have 
the same title. 


 
A.2.4 Where students are offered specialist options there must be at least 33% difference in 


course content for a different award name or 20% difference for a bracketed field of 
interest, rounded upwards to the nearest 20 credits. 


 
 Credit awarded for independent study/dissertation will not count towards the calculated 


difference in course content. 
 
A.2.5 Courses may be: 
 


Single subject in design, in which students will study modules primarily from one subject 
and, where appropriate, the requirements of a professional body or the vocational nature 
of the course will heavily prescribe the content of modules students will study. 
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Sandwich in design, in which students will study a period of supervised work experience, 
the length of which will be specified in the course requirements. Where appropriate, the 
requirements of a professional body or the vocational nature of the course will heavily 
prescribe the modules students will study.  


 
Integrated in design, in which students will study modules from more than one subject but 
the combination of subjects is fully integrated to provide clear progression and learning 
outcomes through the course.  


 
 Combined / Negotiated. These courses allow students to study modules from a wide 


variety of subjects, but for which there is a rationale.  Course requirements will be agreed 
by an Associate Dean, responsible for combined / negotiated studies.  


 
 Research in design, in which students at level 7 will study at least 80 credits in research 


related modules (excluding dissertation/project). 
 
A.2.6 Students studying for a Bachelor Honours degree or a taught Masters Degree will, in their 


final year of study, complete a major piece of work which demonstrates their ability to 
undertake research and work independently.  The credit volume is specified in the 
relevant part of these regulations in Sections F-Z. 


 
A.2.7 Courses leading to a Bachelor Honours degree or a Masters degree will include 


independent study by nature of a project or dissertation. 
 
 Students studying for Bachelor with Honours award may study a maximum of 60 credits 


levels 5 and 6 by independent study. Independent study will include a project / 
dissertation and or any level 6 module designated as meeting this requirement. 


 
 Students studying for Masters award will study 60 credits at level 7. This may be studied 


concurrently with taught credits. 
 


A.2.8 Qualifications will be conferred upon students meeting the minimum credit and regulatory 
requirements for the award for which they are registered. Credits at a higher level may be 
substituted for a lower level, but lower level credits cannot be counted towards a higher 
level.  
 


A.2.9 Students are expected to study the number of credits required for their awards and cannot 
study additional credits to improve the classification of their degree.   
 


A.2.10  Some courses offer professional accreditation or exemption from additional professional 
examination. Most professional, statutory and regulatory bodies impose requirements in 
addition to the University’s academic regulations. Where students fail to satisfy the 
professional requirements the University will offer students the option to transfer to an 
alternative course provided the student can meet the requirements of the course within the 
appropriate registration period.  
 


A2.11   The University will, where the necessary contract is agreed, prepare students for 
professional body external examinations. Students must be enrolled to study at the 
University this way but they will not be registered for a University award or gain academic 
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credit for learning which is not assessed by the University but assessed by the professional 
body.  


 
A.2.12 All courses leading to University of Wolverhampton qualifications will be taught in English, 


unless the course is validated to teach students other languages.  
 
A.2.13 A Progression / Award Board of Examiners will be appointed for every approved course.  


Courses must be considered by a Progression / Award Board on at least an annual basis, as 
set out in Section E3 of these regulations. 


 
A.2.14 All courses will be subject to formal review, at an interval of not more than six years unless 


the University Quality Enhancement Committee formally extends the approval.  
  
A.2.15 Changes may be made to an approved course in advance of the next formal review if 


approved by a Faculty Quality Enhancement Committee in accordance with the limits and 
criteria set out in the Quality Framework. http://www.wlv.ac.uk/about-us/internal-
departments/quality-management-division/quality-processes/committees/ 


 
A.3  Module Framework 
A.3.1 Each course will be made up of units of study called modules. Modules are discrete units of 


assessed learning at a given level, with coherent aims and learning outcomes. One 
independent study/dissertation 40 credit module will be permitted at level 6.  A 60 credit 
dissertation/project module must be included at level 7 for the Masters award.  


 
A.3.2  An individual module can be offered at more than one level of study provided suitable 


academic support is provided to students at each level.  As a minimum, separate learning 
outcomes and methods of assessment must be validated and articulated to students for each 
level.  


 
A.3.3 Modules will be described as core or option in the context of course structures. 


 A Core module is one in which a student must submit all assessment and gain 
credits for the module that contributes directly to the course outcomes. For 
undergraduate core modules this is by obtaining a minimum of a compensated pass 
grade of #30-39% and for postgraduate core modules by obtaining a pass mark of 
50% and above. 


 An Option module is one, contained within a defined group, which broadens the 
course outcomes.  A stated minimum number of such modules have to be taken in 
order to satisfy the course outcomes. 


 
A.3.4 A Pre-requisite module must be studied before a student may proceed to study a post-


requisite (or subsequent) module; it will provide the essential learning required for 
students to be able to study a post-requisite module. A student must submit all assessment 
for the pre-requisite module and gain credits for the module (by obtaining a minimum of a 
compensated pass grade (#30-39%) to be eligible to study the post-requisite module. 
Modules may only have pre-requisites at a lower level of study, e.g. a level 5 module may 
be pre-requisited by a level 4 module but cannot be pre-requisited by one at level 5. 
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A.3.5 A Co-requisite is a module which must be studied at the same time or in the same 
academic year as another module or at the same level. 


 
A.3.6 A Prohibited module is a module which may not be studied if a student has, or will, study 


another named module. 
 
A.3.7 The University’s academic year is sub- divided into Semesters. The academic calendar is 


agreed annually by the Academic Board.   Any variation must be approved by the 
Academic Framework and Regulations Sub-Committee (AFRSC) before validation and the 
workload, learning outcomes and assessment of the modules must be preserved.    


 
Courses taught in collaboration with employers or partner Institutions may adopt 
alternative periods for the delivery of modules, provided an academic calendar is 
produced and presented to the Academic Framework and Regulations Sub-Committee. 


 
A.3.8 Learning outcomes must be articulated for each module.  These must be appropriate to the 


academic level of the module.  A 20 credit module must include a maximum of 4 learning 
outcomes. 


 
A.3.9  All modules delivered semester-long must include a minimum of 1 and a maximum of 2 


summative assessments. There is no limit to the number of formative assessments that may 
be set.  


 
A.3.10  All modules delivered year-long must include 2 summative assessments, one of which must 


be set as part of mid-year assessment, the dates of which will be published annually. 
 
A.3.11 The online module guide will publish the assessment rules for the module and the 


designated final summative assessment.  If the minimum pass mark for a module is different 
to the standard (40% for undergraduate and 50% for postgraduate) then this change must 
be approved by the AFRSC. 


 
A.3.12 Every module must be allocated to a Module Results Assessment Board and overseen by a 


named External Examiner. Modules must be considered by a Module Results Assessment 
Board on at least an annual basis, as set out in Section E.2 of these regulations. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Version 11 Author: Academic Registrar 
Approved date August 2014 Approved by Academic Board 
Review date May 2016   
 
 
  
 








SECTION	B	
UNDERGRADUATE	AND	POSTGRADUATE	TAUGHT	REGULATIONS	


20	CREDIT	STRUCTURE	
2013	onwards		


B1	of	B3	pages	


SECTION B   ADMISSIONS REGULATIONS 
 
B.1 Introduction 
B.1.1 The Strategic Plan and Mission of The University of Wolverhampton 	


http://www.wlv.ac.uk/default.aspx?page=11707 positions the Institution to be an agent for 
social inclusion and social change and one that welcomes students from all backgrounds, 
including those not traditionally well represented in higher education.  


 
B.1.2  The University will endeavour to facilitate the entry into Higher Education of a broad 


spectrum of participants who, by virtue of either their possession of a recognised 
qualification (or other record of achievement) or their maturity and experience are deemed 
likely to fulfill their specific learning objectives, have the ability to benefit from the 
learning experience and to achieve the standard of the award. Where students are not 
deemed ready to access Higher Education, the University will seek to provide, whether 
itself or with collaborative partner institutions, courses which will support students in 
achieving readiness for Higher Education.  


 
B.1.3  These regulations detail the admissions requirements by which all taught courses are 


governed. They should be read in conjunction with Section A.2 and paragraph 2 of the 
relevant specific qualification regulations in Sections F - Z. 


 
 


B.2 General Principles 
B.2.1 The University will ensure that procedures in place for the recruitment and admission of 


students are readily accessible, fair, clear and implemented consistently and that decisions 
regarding admissions are made by those equipped to make the required judgment and 
who are competent to undertake their roles and responsibilities.  


 
B.2.2 The University will ensure the speedy conversion of appropriate applications into offers to 


suitable prospective students by having transparent academic and non-academic entry 
requirements which lead to the enrolment of new entrants at appropriate levels in the 
University.  


 
B.2.3 Applicants will be provided with timely information and advice needed for them to make 


informed choices both about courses best suited to their individual needs and 
circumstances and financial support and costs, together with the obligations placed upon 
them at the point at which an offer of a place is made and for the start of the course. 


 
B.2.4 The University will inform prospective students as soon as possible of any significant 


changes to a course which may occur from the time of the offer being made and enrolment, 
and will inform successful applicants of the arrangements for enrolment, registration and 
induction.  The University will ensure that effective and appropriate arrangements are in 
place for providing feedback to applicants who have not been offered a place.  
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B.2.5 The University will ensure that procedures are in place for responding to applicants' 


complaints about the operation of the admissions process, and appeals about the outcome 
of a selection decision, and will ensure that all staff involved with admissions is familiar with 
the procedures.   


 
B.2.6 Whilst recognising relevant statutory and professional requirements, this regulation and 


associated procedures are framed within the Institution’s published Equal Opportunities 
Policy and operate to ensure equality of opportunity for all applicants to the University and 
its partner colleges irrespective of colour, gender, sexual orientation, ethnic origin, age, 
disability, religion or socio-economic background. 


 
 


B.3  Application to the University 
B.3.1 All applicants to the University will be required to complete the appropriate application 


form for the course. 
 
B.3.2 The University will not admit or allow the continuation of study for any person found to have 


made a fraudulent application. 
 
B.3.3 In considering a request from a student to recommence study following a leave of absence 


or if their registration was terminated, regulation in Section C.3.6 will take precedence 
over any regulation in section B. 


 
B.3.4 Students who have previously been excluded from any course in the University for reasons 


of discipline, academic misconduct or fitness to practice will have no right to study at the 
University again. 


 
 


B4 English Language Requirements 
B.4.1  Applicants who are non-native speakers of English shall be required to demonstrate 


proficiency in English.  The accepted IELTS score will vary depending on the level of the 
qualification to be studied as follows: 


 
For entry at level: ILETS or equivalent  


3 4.5 
41 6.0 
51 6.0 
61 6.0 
7 6.0 or 6.5 
8 7.0 


 
 


																																																								
1	For	entry	to	BA(Hons)	English	Language	and	BA	(Hons)	Teaching	English	to	Speakers	of	Other	Languages		a	score	
of	6.5	is	required	
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B.5  Entry with Advanced Standing 
B.5.1 Students may be admitted to the University with advanced standing where they have 


previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education level, in the UK or 
abroad.   Students may also be admitted with advanced standing on the basis of relevant 
prior learning which has occurred outside a formal course of study, which may include in-
company training or relevant work experience.  


 
B.5.2 The procedures for the assessment of prior learning will be determined by the University 


Quality Enhancement Committee on behalf of Academic Board and set out in the guidelines 
for the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL).  The minimum requirements for credits 
awarded by the University of Wolverhampton are contained in the relevant specific 
qualification regulations in Sections F–Z. 
 


B.5.3 The total credit and level value of awarded RPL will be recorded on the student record. Any 
grades associated with the previous study and/or RPL will not be individually recorded and 
are excluded from the final classification calculations. 


 
B.5.4    Students currently registered on a University of Wolverhampton course governed by 


sections F, G, or S of the regulations, will be permitted to progress onto a course governed 
by sections H, K or M of the regulations prior to completing their first award, providing a 
maximum of 20 credits at either level 4 or level 5 are outstanding and the student has not 
exhausted their reassessment opportunity for the outstanding credits. 


 
B.5.5 The University's Academic Registrar must approve any exceptions to these arrangements. 
 
 
 


B.6  Commencement of Study 
B.6.1 Applicants to University courses must be in attendance, enrolled and registered at the 


beginning of the course in accordance with section C.3.2. Exceptionally, students may be 
admitted later, but will only be permitted to commence late with the prior written 
agreement of both the Dean of Faculty and Academic Registrar. 


 
B.6.2 Courses will contain an induction period, which students must attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
Version 8 Author: Academic Registrar 
Approved date June 2014 Approved by Academic Board 
Review date May 2016   
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SECTION C   STUDENT ENROLMENT AND REGISTRATION 
 


C.1 Timescales and Key Dates 
C.1.1 The academic year runs from 1st August to 31st July.   
 
C.1.2 An academic calendar will be published annually by the Academic Registrar. This will 


include start and end dates for undergraduate and postgraduate semesters.  The 
calendar will include dates for the current academic year, plus the following three 
academic years. 


 
C.1.3 Modules that begin before 31st July in a year and end after 1st August will belong to the 


university academic year in which the module ends.   


 
C.2 Student Modes of Study 
C.2.1 A student may study in a variety of modes. Normally a student will follow the mode of 


study relevant for the course on which they are enrolled. These are set out in Section 
A.2.2. 


 
C.2.2 An Undergraduate full time student is expected to study 120 credits each University 


academic year.  Exceptionally they may reduce this to 100 credits in any one University 
academic year, providing they meet the requirements set out in Section C.5. 


 
 An undergraduate full time student studying on the accelerated full time course is 


expected to study 180 credits each 12 month period. 
 
 A full time student registered as Masters Full-time is expected to study a full, 180 credits 


in each University academic year. 
 
C.2.3 A part time student can study a minimum of 20 credits and a maximum of 40 credits less 


than a full time student in any University academic year. 
 
C.2.4 A full time student will be required to alter their mode of study temporarily to a part 


time status if they fail to meet the continuation and progression regulations. A full time 
student may request a temporary period of part time study. During this temporary 
period students will remain registered on their full time course.  Students with 
International status may not study part time unless it is for the purposes of completing a 
course, otherwise successfully studied. 


 
C.2.5 A student will be considered to be Writing Up if during the academic year they will 


submit or resubmit assessment for modules for which they were registered in the 
previous academic year; they will not study any new or repeat modules. 


 
C.2.6 A student whose Leave of Absence has been approved for the whole or part of the year 


will remain registered for their course but will not be enrolled with the University for 
the purposes of study. 


 


C.3 Enrolment 
C.3.1 Enrolment is the annual process through which students formally agree to be a student 


member of the University for either the whole or part of the academic year. 
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C.3.2 Students are responsible for ensuring that they are fully enrolled on the correct course 
before the Monday of the first week of teaching for their course. Students not fully 
enrolled may be de-registered from their course or barred from study.  


 
C.3.3 All new students will be required to provide evidence of their identity and relevant 


qualifications when they join the University. 
 
C.3.4 Students requiring a visa to study in the UK must ensure that they meet, both at the 


beginning and for the duration of the course, requirements stipulated by the UKVI and 
conditions of their visa. 


 
C.3.5 Continuing students who do not re-enrol will be assumed to have withdrawn from their 


course and will be presented at the next Award Board to be considered for the relevant 
interim qualification. 


 
C.3.6 In enrolling, students agree to abide by the University Regulations, Bye-Laws and their 


liability for annual fee payments. 
 
C.3.7 Students must ensure that all fees and other payments due to the University are paid 


within the academic year such costs are incurred. Where appropriate they may agree to 
use any sponsorship or bursary in part payment of fees. Students owing the University 
money from a previous year or course, outside any agreed limit set annually by the 
University, will not be permitted to enrol. Students unable to enrol, because of 
outstanding debts, will be obliged to take a leave of absence from their course or 
withdraw.  


 
C.3.8 Any student who is not enrolled will not be covered by the University Insurance policy 


or by the University Heath & Safety policy. It therefore follows that a student MUST be 
enrolled before engaging in any formal learning and teaching activities (including 
lectures, tutorials, seminars, lab work, fieldwork, clinical and vocational placements). 
Students who are not enrolled will be excluded from learning activities and any 
assessment submitted will not be graded. 


 
C.3.9 Students must, at all times, ensure that the data the University holds for them are 


accurate. The enrolment process allows students to check and update key personal 
information in their record. Changes which occur at other times in the academic year 
must be notified to the University.  This includes notifying the University of their 
withdrawal, leave of absence or transfer following procedures published by the 
Academic Registrar.  


 
C.3.10 The University has a statutory requirement to share data with certain other bodies. The 


Academic Registrar will publish annually a list of organisations which receive data from 
the University. 


 
C.3.11 Students may vary the pace at which they proceed through their course by varying the 


number of modules taken concurrently, subject to Sections A.2.2 and C.4.2. It is the 
responsibility of the student to ensure that they are fully aware of any financial 
consequences that the decision to vary the pace of study may have. 


 
   


C.4 Registration for a University Qualification  
C.4.1 All students who enrol on a credit rated course validated by the University of 


Wolverhampton will be registered for the highest qualification offered by the course. 
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The requirements of the qualification will be approved by the University Quality 
Enhancement Committee on behalf of Academic Board.  


 
C.4.2  Maximum registration periods will be defined for each qualification offered by the 


University.  These will grant students an additional period of study beyond the normal 
period they would be expected to complete their course.  Specific qualification 
registration periods are stated in paragraph 3 of the qualification specific regulations in 
sections F - Z. These registration periods will be recorded on the student record. 


 
C.4.3 Registration periods for students admitted with Accreditation for Prior Learning and for 


students who choose to amend their mode of attendance will be calculated pro-rata.  
These registration periods will be recorded on the student record. 


 
C.4.4 On completion of their course, or at the point they withdraw or reach the maximum 


study period permitted, students will receive the relevant award for the highest 
qualification they have obtained. 


 
C.4.5 Students who fail to achieve the qualification for which they are registered within the 


maximum registration period have no right to return to study for the same qualification 
within a five year period. At this point a student may apply to study at the University. An 
application for accreditation of prior learning may be made by the applicant. The 
University reserves the right to reject these applications.  


 
C.4.6 The University will permit enrolled students to change the qualification for which they 


are registered to an interim qualification provided it is validated for the course on which 
they are enrolled. Students must notify the University of this intention by the beginning 
of an academic year.  


 
C.4.7 Students may request a transfer to an alternative course and qualification at the same 


level provided they can complete the requirements of the new qualification within the 
maximum registration period granted to them when they began study at the University.  


 
C.4.8 Students may apply to take leave of absence from their course for up to a total of four 


semesters, or two academic years. In this event, the maximum registration period will 
be extended for the same period.  Periods of leave undertaken due to statutory 
childcare (including maternity leave, paternity leave, shared parental leave and 
adoptive leave) will not be counted towards the maximum total of four semesters, or two 
academic years, although the maximum registration period will be extended. Students 
may be required to fulfil specified conditions before resumption of their studies.  The 
University cannot guarantee continuation on the same course and/or modules. 


 
  


C.5 Registration for a University Module 
C.5.1 Students must confirm their module study intention for the academic year by registering 


for modules they intend to study. Registration must occur before the first day of 
teaching of the course for which they have enrolled.  


 
C.5.2 A student may request to amend their module study intention but until any change is 


confirmed by Registry, the original registered modules will be regarded as those for 
which they are studying. Requests for amendment must be made within the first two 
weeks of teaching. 
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C.5.3 Students not registered for a module cannot study the module, cannot submit 
assessment for the module, nor will they be granted credit for the module. 


 
C.5.4 Students must ensure that they have studied any modules recorded in course 


handbooks as being a pre-requisite module prior to beginning post-requisite modules, 
otherwise they will not be granted credit for any assessed work submitted. 


 
C.5.5 The University reserves the right to amend the mode of study for students who do not 


submit assessment for modules for which they are registered.  Amendment of status will 
be reported to the relevant statutory external agencies and may affect a student’s 
entitlement to funding and / or conditions of a UKVI visa. 


 
C.5.6 The University reserves the right to cancel module registrations for students who cannot 


meet the specific requirements for their course and /or mode of study in any specific 
academic year. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Version 10 Author: Academic Registrar 
Approved date September 2015 Approved by Academic Board 
Review date May 2016   
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SECTION D  THE MANAGEMENT OF STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
 
D.1 Introduction 
D.1.1 To gain academic credit, a student must demonstrate that they have achieved specified 


learning outcomes.  Academic credits will only be awarded to students, granted 
accreditation for prior learning or who successfully complete modules or following 
agreement of a Progression / Award Board that a module may be compensated. 


 
D.1.2  These regulations detail the requirements by which all taught courses are governed. They 


should be read in conjunction with Section A.3 and paragraph 4 of the relevant qualification 
specific regulations in Sections F - Z. 


 
D.1.3  In each University academic year a student must submit assessment in all their registered 


modules to retain their automatic right to continue study in subsequent academic years, 
subject to the Award continuation and progression regulations included in the qualification 
specific regulations in Sections F – Z. 


 
 


D.2  Grading Schemes  
D.2.1 The University uses grading schemes for recording the results of summative assessment 


and overall module results.  There are two grading schemes operating, to meet the 
different requirements at different academic levels.  The grading schemes are set out 
below. 


 
Academic Level Grading Scheme Paragraph reference 


3 - 7 Percentage Mark Scheme  D.2.2 
8 Pass/Fail D.2.2 


 
D.2.2  For modules at levels 3 – 6 results will be recorded using the scheme set out below. University 


Performance Descriptors at levels 3 – 6 can be found at: https://www.wlv.ac.uk/about-
us/governance/legal-information/policies-and-regulations/ 


 
Mark Result Level 3&4 Levels 5&6 


90-100% Pass 
 


80-89% Pass 
70-79% Pass 
60-69%  Pass 
50-59% Pass 
40-49% Pass 
CP 30-39% Pass by compensation 
30-39% Compensatable Fail. 


Defer (first attempt). 
Defer (following 
second attempt)  
Fail (following third 
attempt) 


Defer (first attempt) 
Fail (following second 
attempt) 
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15-29% Defer (first attempt) 
Defer (following 
second attempt) 
Fail (following third 
attempt) 


Defer (first attempt) 
Fail (following second 
attempt) 


0-14 Defer (following a first attempt)  
Fail (following a second attempt 


NS Defer (first attempt) 
Fail (following second attempt) 


GA Held 
AM Held 


M  
 


Defer - May submit assessment within the 
academic year the module was studied. 
 


 
 For modules at level 7 results will be recording using the scheme set out below.  University 


Performance Descriptors at level 7 can be found at: https://www.wlv.ac.uk/about-
us/governance/legal-information/policies-and-regulations/ 


 
Mark Result Level 7 


90-100% Pass 
80-89% Pass 
70-79% Pass 
60-69%  Pass 
50-59% Pass 
0 -49% Fail 


Defer (first attempt) 
Fail (following second attempt) 


NS Defer (first attempt) 
Fail (following second attempt 


GA Held 
AM Held 
M  
 


Defer - May submit assessment within the 
academic year the module was studied. 
 


 
 For modules at level 8, a Pass/Fail grade will be used. 
 
D.2.3 The rules used for aggregating assessment grades to determine an overall module grade 


are as follows: 
 


a. The weighting of each summative assessment will be expressed as a percentage of 
the total assessment. 
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b. Where a summative assessment is made up of more than one mark, e.g. an 
examination in which students must answer equally weighted three questions, the 
average overall grade is calculated to a maximum of two decimal points.  


 
c. Summative assessment grades are added together, according to their weighting to 


give an overall module grade 
 
d. No rounding up of decimal points will occur until the calculation of the overall 


module grade at which time scores of 0.50 - 0.99 will be rounded up. Scores of 0.01 - 
0.49 are rounded down  


 
D.2.4  If a student is unable through disability or injury to be assessed by the normal methods 


specified in the Module Guide or Award Regulations, the Student Enabling Centre will 
review and determine an alternative appropriate method of assessment in consultation with 
Subject Leaders. 


 
 


D.3  Failure and Compensation 
D.3.1 The grade 0NS will be awarded to all students who do not submit assessment. 
 
D.3.2 Assessment submitted after the published submission deadline, will be awarded a 0NS.  
 
 
D.3.3 Where students fail a module at the first attempt at Levels 3-7 they will have the right to 


attempt the failed summative assessment task(s) once, subject to Section D.5.2. This re-sit 
attempt must be taken within the academic year the module was studied (but see Section 
D.4).   


 
D.3.4 Students who successfully re-sit a failed summative assessment will be awarded a bare 


pass (40% at Undergraduate and 50% at Postgraduate) for this resit attempt.  The overall 
grade for a module, where a student successfully re-sits a summative assessment, will be 
calculated on the basis of the grade achieved in the assessment passed at the first attempt 
and the bare pass awarded for the successful re-sit. 


 
D.3.5 Students who fail an assessment (see Sections D.2.2 – D.2.3) have a right to repeat the 


module once, subject to the Award continuation and progression regulations shown in 
Sections F-Z. The University cannot guarantee that all modules will be available to be 
repeated, in which case the student will be required to take a replacement module. A 
student who fails an option module may study a suitable substitute module rather than 
repeat the module they have failed.  


D.3.6 The grade awarded to students repeating modules or taking a replacement module will be 
restricted and the maximum overall module grade which will be awarded will be 40% at 
Undergraduate and 50% at Postgraduate. 


 
D.3.7 Where students pass a module they will have no further right to take assessment in that 


module, unless the student has been granted permission to submit assessment again 
because their claim for extenuating circumstances was accepted as valid. This submission 
must occur within the academic year that the module was studied. (see Section D.4.5).   
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D.3.8 Section 4 of qualification specific regulations (Sections F-Z) set out the number of credits 


which may be compensated and the conditions which must be met for compensation, 
including those required by professional, statutory and regulatory bodies. 


 
D.3.9 Compensation for marginal failure in a module is permitted at levels 3-6 only. There is no 


compensation at level 7 or above. 
 
D.3.10 For levels 3-6 a marginal failure will be considered for compensation in the following way: 


a) To enable a student to exercise their right to a re-sit, compensation will only be considered 
by a reassessment board.  


b) At levels 3 and 4, a student can receive a compensated pass following their first resit 
attempt, if this would permit the student to progress.   


c) A student who receives a fail grade and following their re-sit is awarded a lower grade for 
the resit attempt, the higher fail grade will be considered by the reassessment board.   


d) The recipient of a Pass by Compensation (#30-39%) will not have the right to re-sit 
assessment in that module.  Students compensated will gain the credit for the module but 
the #30-39% will not be changed and will be shown on their transcript.  


 
D.3.11 Where Professional, Statutory, Regulatory Bodies do not permit compensation students will 


normally be permitted an additional re-sit attempt in assessment in modules, provided 
students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, as follows:  


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c. a maximum of 20 credits at level 6 
d. but overall, a maximum of 40 credits for Degree and Honours Degree awards 
 


 An additional re-sit attempt will not be permitted for: 
 


a. identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6; or 
b. the designated independent study module at level 6 


 
D.3.12 Students who fail a summative assessment of a module, but succeed in the other summative 


assessment will not be required to re-sit the assessment already passed unless required to 
repeat the module to retrieve failure or if required by Professional, Statutory and 
Regulatory Bodies. 


 
D.3.13 Where a student fails a summative assessment designed to test professional as opposed to 


academic competence, the Progression /Award Board may exceptionally exercise 
discretion to withdraw the student's general right of re-assessment.   


 


D.4 Extenuating Circumstances  
D.4.1 Clear instruction on the action students should take if they experiences illness or personal 


difficulty will be published by the Registry and made available to students. It is the 
student’s responsibility to follow these instructions.  
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D.4.2 Requests must be submitted when the student experiences illness or personal difficulties. 
The University will not accept requests received after the assessment date.  


 
D.4.3  If a student believes they have a valid reason for not completing an assignment they must 


follow the published University Extenuating Circumstances processes, which includes the 
need to provide independent evidence in order that each case may be assessed fairly. 


 
D.4.4 Requests will be assessed using published University criteria. 


 
D.4.5 If it is established that a student's absence, failure to submit work, or poor performance in 


assessment was due to illness or other valid cause (proven by acceptable independent 
evidence) the student may submit assessment, as if for the first time, in one or all of the 
affected assessment. Students, who have passed assessment, must register their intention 
to submit assessment again within 14 days of the publication of module results. It will be 
assumed that students who do not register their intention are satisfied with their results. 
Assessment must be submitted within the academic year in which the module was studied. 
The grade awarded for work submitted by students exercising this right will supersede any 
previous grade even if it is lower than that originally achieved.  


 
D.4.6 Students are expected to submit assessment at the next published opportunity.  If they do 


not do so they will be required to re-sit the assessment and the maximum grade the student 
will receive is. 40% at Undergraduate and 50% at Postgraduate. 


 
D.4.7 Students must submit assessment by the published deadline. Requests for extensions to 


assignment deadlines will be permitted for a maximum of seven calendar days.  Requests 
will be assessed using published University criteria.  


 
 


D.5   Leave of Absence 
D.5.1 Where a student takes a leave of absence during a University academic year before 


completing a module, any summative assessment submitted will be carried forward and 
will contribute to the students assessment result for that module when the student returns 
from leave of absence, provided the same assessment requirements remain. 


 
D.5.2 Where a student takes a leave of absence and has not passed any summative assessment, 


the student will be required to recommence the module without penalty. 
 
D.5.3 If a student takes a leave of absence because of extenuating circumstances when they 


return to study they will deem themselves fit to study and the circumstances which affected 
their ability to study previously will not be considered a valid cause of poor performance 
again. The University will, however, exceptionally consider sudden or unexpected 
worsening of a disability and / or medical condition for a student registered with the 
University’s Student Enabling Centre and where medical evidence is provided to confirm 
the condition.  
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D.6  Interim Awards 
D.6.1  Interim awards will not be awarded to students as they accumulate credits towards a higher 


qualification.  
 
D.6.2 Students who fail to achieve the award for which they are registered within their 


registration period have no right to continue to study for this qualification.  They will be 
awarded the highest interim award for which they are eligible which is validated for the 
course they have studied. 


 
 


D7  Aegrotat Awards 
D.7.1 An Aegrotat award may be recommended when an Award Board has incomplete evidence 


of the student’s performance to be able to recommend the award (or interim award), but is 
satisfied that, but for illness or other valid causes, the student would have reached the 
standard required.  In these circumstances, the student (or a person duly authorised by the 
student to act on their behalf) must have signified, in writing, that s/he is willing to accept 
the award and that any possibility of reassessment has been waived.  Aegrotat awards do 
not carry any classification or distinction. 


 
D.7.2 Recommendations for Aegrotat awards must be approved by the Academic Registrar prior 


to confirmation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Version 12 Author: Academic Registrar 
Approved date September  2015 Approved by Academic Board  
Review date May 2016   
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F  FOUNDATION DEGREES 


F.1 General Regulations	
F.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Foundation Degrees.  This 


section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of 
Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
F.1.2 The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section F of the 


Regulations. 
 


F.2 The Admission of Students	
F.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


F.3 The Registration of Students 
F.3.1 This section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
F.3.2   The maximum period over which an award governed by Section F of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 
 


Full Time Students  Normal Maximum 
Foundation Degree 2 years  4 years 


 
Part Time Students  Normal Maximum 
Foundation Degree 3 years  6 years 


 
 
F.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
F.3.4  To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section F of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards, as follows: 


 
Certificate of Higher Education 2 years full-time 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 


 


F.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 
where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section F of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 


 
Foundation Degree 60 credits at level 5  
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F.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
F.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


courses governed by Section F of the Regulations the following mark scheme will be 
used: 


 
Levels  4 and 5 Percentage Mark Scheme  


 
 
F.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, marginal failure (30-


39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows, provided students have passed 
modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level: 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
 


F.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5.  


F.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
F.5.1 Results for modules delivered as part of Foundation Degrees will be considered by 


Module Results Boards. 
 
F.5.2 The progression and awards for students studying for Foundation Degrees will be 


considered by a University Foundation Degree Board. 
 


F.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations	
F.6.1 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section F will: 
 


a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section F.3. 
 
 
F.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 


Section F.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed modules; 


and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section F.3; and 


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and  
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 
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F.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 
governed by Section F will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section F.3. 
 
 
F.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


F.6.3 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section F.3; and 
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
 
F.6.5 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the University Award / Progression Board at the end of the University 
academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first board and 
Sections F.6.3 or F.6.4 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student would be 
expected to meet Section F.6.1 to be able to progress to the following academic year. 


 


F.7 Award Credit Requirements 	
F.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section F of the 


regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


Foundation Degree 240 120 Minimum 120 
 
 
F.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section F a student will need 


to have met the following credit requirements: 
 


 
Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


Certificate of Higher 
Education  


120 Minimum 120 at level 4/5 


University Statement of 
Credit  


20 Minimum 20 at level 4/5 
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F.8 Classification of Foundation Degrees 	
F.8.1 Awards at Foundation Degree (FD) may be awarded with merit or distinction.  


 
 


F.8.2 A Foundation Degree with distinction will be awarded where a student has gained at 
least 80 credits at 70% or above at level 5. 


 
 
F.8.3 A Foundation Degree with merit will be awarded where a student has gained at least 80 


credits at 60% or above at level 5. 
 
 
F.8.4 Certificates of Higher Education (Cert HE) and University Statements of Credit are not 


classified and will only be made as exit awards to students who have either left their 
course or reached the maximum registration period permitted in Section F.3. 
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G  UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES and DIPLOMAS 	


G.1 General Regulations	
G.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Undergraduate Certificates and 


Diplomas. This section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University 
of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
G.1.2  The Registry will publish annually a full list of courses governed by Section G of the 


Regulations. 
 


G.2 The Admission of Students	
G.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


G.3 The Registration of Students	
G.3.1 This section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4. 
 
G.3.2   The maximum period over which an award governed by Section G of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Period Maximum Period 
Diploma of Higher Education 2 years 4 years 
Certificate of Higher Education 1 year 2 years  
Certificate in Education 1 year 2 years 


 
Part Time Students Normal Period Maximum Period 
Diploma of Higher Education 4 years 6 years 
Certificate of Higher Education 2 years 4 years  
Certificate in Education 2 years 4 years 


 
 
G.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
G.3.4 To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section G of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards: 


 
Certificate of Higher Education 2 years full-time 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 


 


G.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 
where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section G of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 
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Diploma of Higher Education 60 credits at level 5  
Certificate of Higher Education 60 credits at level 4 
Certificate in Education not permitted 


 


G.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
G.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


courses governed by Section G of the Regulations, the following scheme will be used: 
 


Level 4 -5 Percentage Mark Scheme  
 
 
G.4.2 For the award of Diploma of Higher Education, except where statutory or professional 


bodies require otherwise, and provided students have passed modules worth a 
minimum of 100 credits at the same level, marginal failure (30-39%) will be 
compensated by Award Boards as follows: 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c.  no compensation will be permitted for identified work-based or work-related 


modules at level 5 
 
G.4.3 For the award of Certificate of Higher Education, except where statutory or professional 


bodies require otherwise, and provided students have passed modules worth a 
minimum of 100 credits at the same level, marginal failure (30-39%) will be 
compensated by Award Boards as follows: 


 
a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 


 
G.4.4 For the award of Certificate in Education no compensation will be permitted. 
 
 


G.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
G.5.1 Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in 


accordance with Section E of these regulations. 
 
G.5.2 Awards for students completing their studies at the end of Semester 1 will normally be 


managed through a University-wide board. 
 
 


G.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
G.6.1 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section G will: 
 


a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section G.3. 
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G.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 


Section G.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level.  In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section G.3; and 


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and  
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 


 
G.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section G will: 
 


a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section G.3. 
 
G.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


G.6.3 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section G.3; and  
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
G.6.5 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
board and Sections G.6.3 or G.6.4 will apply. In subsequent years, a full time student 
would be expected to meet Section G.6.1 to be able to progress to the following 
academic year. 


G.7 Award Credit Requirements 	
G.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section G of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


Level 4  Level 5  


Diploma of Higher Education 240 240 of which a minimum of 120 
must be at level 5 


Certificate of Higher Education 120 120 
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Certificate in Education 120 120 of which a minimum of 60 must 
be at level 5 


 
 
G.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section G of the Regulations 


a student will need to have met the following credit requirements: 
 


 
Exit Qualification 


Total Credits 
required 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


Certificate of Higher Education  120 Minimum 120 at level 4/5 
University Statement of Credit  20 Minimum 20  None 


 


G.8 Classification of Awards	
G.8.1  Awards governed by Section G are not classified. 
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H  SINGLE HONOURS BACHELOR DEGREES	


H.1 General Regulations	
H.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Single subject Bachelor 


Degrees and Honours Bachelor Degrees. This section must be read in conjunction with 
Sections A – E of the University of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
H.1.2  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section H of the 


Regulations. 
 


H.2 The Admission of Students	
H.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


H.3 The Registration of Students	
H.3.1    This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
  
H.3.2   The maximum period over which an award governed by Section H of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal  Maximum 
Honours Degree 3 years  5 years 
Degree 3 years  5 years  


 
 


Part Time Students Normal  Maximum 
Honours Degree 5 years  8 years 
Degree 4 years  8 years  


 
H.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
H.3.4  To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section H of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards: 


 
Diploma of Higher Education 4 years full-time 6 years part-time 
Certificate of Higher Education 2 years full-time 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 


 


H.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 
where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section H of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 
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Honours Degree 120 credits at level 6  
Degree 60 credits at level 6 


 


H.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
H.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


courses governed by Section H of the Regulations, the following scheme will be used: 
 


Levels 4 - 6 Percentage Mark Scheme  
 
 
H.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, and provided 


students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, 
marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows: 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c. a maximum of 20 credits at level 6 
d. but overall, a maximum of 40 credits may be compensated for Degree and 


Honours Degree awards 
 


H.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


a. identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6; or 
b. the designated independent study module at level 6 


 
 


H.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
H.5.1 Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in 


accordance with Section E of these regulations. 
 
H.5.2 Awards for students completing their studies at the end of Semester 1 will normally be 


managed through a University-wide board. 
 
 


H.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
H.6.1 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section H will: 
 


a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section H.3. 
 
H.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 


Section H.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level.  In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
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 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section H.3; and 


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and 
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 
 


H.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 
governed by Section H will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in H.3. 
 
H.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


H.6.3 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section H.3; and 
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
 
H.6.5 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
board and Sections H.6.3 or H.6.4 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student 
would be expected to meet Section H.6.1 to be able to progress to the following 
academic year. 


 


H7 Award Credit Requirements 	
H.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section H of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


Level 4  Level 5  Level 6  


Honours Degree 
 


360 Normally 
120 


240 of which a minimum of 120 
must be at level 6 


Degree 
 


300 Normally 
120 


180 of which a minimum of 60 
must be at level 6 


 
 
H.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section H a student will need 


to have met the requirements contained in Section H.8 and the following credit 
requirements: 
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Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


Diploma of Higher 
Education  


240 Normally 
120 


Minimum 120 at level 5/6 


Certificate of Higher 
Education  


120 Minimum 120 at level 
4/5 


None 


University Statement of 
Credit  


20 Minimum 
20  


None None 


 
H. 7.3  For students progressing from a course governed by sections F, G or S carrying 


outstanding credit (as permitted in B.5.4 of the regulations), the outstanding credit must 
have been successfully completed and passed, and the initial award ratified by an 
Award Board, before an award governed by section H can be considered.  Where a 
student is unable to complete the initial award, but has subsequently gained level 6 
credits on a course governed by section H of the regulations, the student will be 
awarded a University Statement of Credit. 


 
 


H.8 Classification of Awards	
H.8.1 The classification of Honours Degrees will be calculated using a percentage grade 


average method, shown in the table in Section H.8.2. In addition to the percentage 
grade average method, in order to identify borderline zone students, a second profile 
method will be used. A student with more than 50% of grades achieved in the credits 
used for classification which are in a higher class than that indicated by the percentage 
grade average will be considered to be a border candidate. 
 


H.8.2 The table below sets out the Percentage Grade Average Classification and Border 
Ranges for use in determining Honours degree classifications and borderline 
consideration: 


 
Classification Percentage 


Average 
Criterion for award of the higher 


class 
First 
 


70 – 100%  


First/Upper Second 
border range 


67.01% - 69.99% Student must have 70% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Upper Second 60% - 67%  
 


Upper/Lower 
Second border 
range 
 


57.01% - 59.99% Student must have 60% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Lower Second 50% - 57%  
 


Lower Second/Third 
border range 


47.01% - 49.99% Student must have 50% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
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the final year of the course 
Third 40% - 47%  


 
 
 
H.8.3 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 360 and 240 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 180 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module. Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade point average falls within the levels shown in table in 


Section H.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 180 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
H.8.4 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 220 and 160 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 160 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade point average falls within the levels shown in table in 


Section H.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 160 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
H.8.5 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking fewer than 160 University of 


Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 100 level 6 
credits and include an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered 
to be in the border zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade point average falls within the levels shown in table in 


Section H.8.2; or 
b. if 60 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 100 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
H.8.6 Grades gained in modules owned and delivered by another educational institution will 


normally be excluded from the calculation of an honours degree classification.  Students 
taking such modules are classified on a reduced number of credits under the rules set 
out in Sections H.8.4 – H.8.6. Exceptions to the exclusion may be approved at validation.  
In these cases, the following arrangements must be followed by Award Boards: 


 
a. The Award Board shall consider whether the student’s proposed classification is 


the result of the effect of the mean of grades from other Institutions that is 
significantly higher (or lower) than the typical performance of the student as 
reflected in the grades achieved in the University of Wolverhampton modules. 


b. If the mean performance at the other Institution is no more than three grade 
points higher (or lower) than the student’s mean performance on University 
modules, then the classification produced by the classification algorithm will be 
confirmed. 
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c. Where the performance at the other Institution is more than three grade points 
higher (or lower) than the overall performance on University of Wolverhampton 
modules, a lower (or higher) classification will be awarded.  The lower (or 
higher) classification will be determined by the student’s performance on 
University of Wolverhampton modules. 


 
H.8.7 A Diploma of Higher Education (Dip HE) will be awarded as an exit award, providing 


the course specific modules approved at validation and the appropriate level of credit, 
identified in Section H.7 have been passed.  These awards are not classified.  


 
H.8.8 A Certificate of Higher Education or University Statement of Credit will be awarded as 


an exit award providing the relevant level of credit, outlined in Section H.7 is met. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VERSION 10 OWNER Academic  Registrar 
APPROVED DATE June 2014 APPROVED BY Academic Board  
REVIEW DATE May 2016   
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J  INTEGRATED JOINT BACHELOR DEGREES  


J.1 General Regulations	
J.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Integrated Joint subject 


Bachelor Degrees and Honours Bachelor Degrees. This section must be read in 
conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of Wolverhampton Academic 
Regulations. 


 
J.1.2 Integrated Joint Awards are offered to students, who must study 50% of each of two 


subject areas.  These subject areas are brought together within the integrated 
programme, and the student will receive one course guide, explaining how the two 
subjects link together. 


 
J.1.3 The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section J of the 


Regulations. 
 


J.2 The Admission of Students	
J.2.1 It will be the responsibility of the Faculty managing the Integrated course to manage the 


admission of students to the course and academic support throughout the course. 
 
J.2.2 In assessing applications with APL, consideration must be given to the amount of APL 


that can be given in relation to both subject areas, to ensure the learning outcomes for 
the final integrated award can be achieved.  


 


J.3 The Registration of Students	
J.3.1 This section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
J.3.2    The maximum period over which an award governed by Section J of the Regulations may 


be studied will be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours Degree 3 years  5 years 
Degree 3 years  5 years  


 
 


Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours Degree 5 years  8 years 
Degree 4 years  8 years  


 
 
J.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
J.3.4 To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section J of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards: 


 
Diploma of Higher Education 4 years full-time 6 years part-time 
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Certificate of Higher Education 2 years full-time 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 


 


J.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 
where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad.   


 
For courses governed by Section J of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 


 
Honours Degree 120 credits level 6  
Degree 60 credits at level 6 


 


J.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
J.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For courses 


governed by Section J of the Regulations the following schemes will be used: 
 


Levels  4-6 Percentage Mark Scheme  
 
J.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, and provided 


students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, 
marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows: 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c. a maximum of 20 credits at level 6 
d. but overall, a maximum of 40 credits may be compensated for Degree and 


Honours Degree awards of which no more than 20 credits can be in each subject 
of the award. 


 
J.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


a. indentified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6 
b. the designated independent study module at level 6.  


 


J.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
J.5.1 Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in 


accordance with Section E of these regulations. Profiles of students will be considered 
with those of other undergraduate students managed by the  Faculty.  


 
J.5.2 Awards for students completing their studies at the end of Semester 1 will normally be 


managed through a University-wide board. 
 


J.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations	
J.6.1 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section J will: 
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a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section J.3. 
 
J.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 


Section J.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level.  In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section J.3; and 


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and  
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 
 
 


J.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 
governed by Section J will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section J.3. 
 
 
J.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section J.6.3 


may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases students 
will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to meet the maximum period over which an award or interim 


award may be studied, contained in Section J3; and 
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
 
J.6.5 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
board and Sections J.6.3 or J.6.4 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student 
would be expected to meet Section J.6.1 to be able to progress to the following 
academic year. 


 


J.7 Award Credit Requirements 	
J.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section J of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
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Qualification 


Total 
Credits 


required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


Honours Degree 
 


360 Normally 
120 


240 of which a 
minimum of 120 must 
be at level 6 


Degree 
 


300 Normally 
120 


180 of which a 
minimum of 60 must be 
at level 6 


 
 
J.7.2 To be awarded an Integrated Degree a student must have gained at least 20 credits in 


each subject area at level 6 and a total of 60 level 6 credits overall. 
 
J.7.3 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section J a student will need 


to have met the requirements contained in Section J.8 and the following credit 
requirements: 


 
 
Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


Diploma of Higher 
Education  


240 Normally 
120 


Minimum 120 at level 5/6 


Certificate of Higher 
Education  


120 Minimum 120 at level 
4/5 


None 


University Statement of 
Credit  


20 Minimum 
20  


None None 


 
 


J.8 Classification of Awards	
J.8.1 The classification of Integrated Joint Honours Degrees will be calculated using a 


percentage grade average method, shown in the table in Section J.8.2. In addition to the 
percentage grade average method to identify borderline zone students, a second 
profile method will be used. A student with more than 50% of grades achieved in the 
credits used for classification which are in a higher class than that indicated by the 
percentage grade average will be considered to be a border candidate. 
 
 


J.8.2 The table below sets out the Percentage Grade Average Classification and Border 
Ranges for use in determining Honours Degree classifications and borderline 
consideration: 







SECTION	J	
UNDERGRADUATE	TAUGHT	REGULATIONS		


20	CREDIT	STRUCTURE	
	2013	onwards	


 


 J5 of J6 pages 
 
 


 
Classification Percentage 


Average 
Criterion for award of the higher 


class 
First 
 


70 – 100%  


First/Upper Second 
border range 


67.01% - 69.99% Student must have 70% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Upper Second 60% - 67%  
 


Upper/Lower 
Second border 
range 
 


57.01% - 59.99% Student must have 60% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Lower Second 50% - 57%  
 


Lower Second/Third 
border range 


47.01% - 49.99% Student must have 50% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Third 40% - 47%  
 


              
 
J.8.3 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 360 and 240 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 180 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if: 


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section  


J.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 180 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
 
J.8.4 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 220 and 160 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 160 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if: 


 
a. their percentage grade point average falls within the levels shown in table in 


Section J.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 160 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
 
J.8.5 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking fewer than 160 University of 


Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 100 level 6 
credits and include an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered 
to be in the border zone if:  
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a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 
J.8.2; or 


b. if 60 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 100 selected credits are in a 
higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 


 
 
J.8.6 Grades gained in modules owned and delivered by another educational institution will 


normally be excluded from the calculation of an honours degree classification.  Students 
taking such modules are classified on a reduced number of credits under the rules set 
out in Sections J.8.4 – J.8.5. Exceptions to the exclusion may be approved at validation.  
In these cases, the following arrangements must be followed by Award Boards: 


 
a. The Award Board shall consider whether the student’s proposed classification is 


the result of the effect of the mean of grades from other Institutions that is 
significantly higher (or lower) than the typical performance of the student as 
reflected in the grades achieved in the University of Wolverhampton modules. 


b. If the mean performance at the other Institution is no more than three grade 
points higher (or lower) than the student’s mean performance on University 
modules, then the classification produced by the classification algorithm will be 
confirmed. 


c. Where the performance at the other Institution is more than three grade points 
higher (or lower) than the overall performance on University of Wolverhampton 
modules, a lower (or higher) classification will be awarded.  The lower (or 
higher) classification will be determined by the student’s performance on 
University of Wolverhampton modules 


 
 
J.8.7 A Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE) will be awarded as an exit award, providing the 


course specific modules and the appropriate level of credit, identified in Section J.7 
have been passed.  These awards are not classified.  


 
 
J.8.8 A Certificate of Higher Education or University Statement of Credit will be awarded as 


an exit award providing the relevant level of credit, outlined in Section J.7 is met. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VERSION 10 OWNER Academic  Registrar 
APPROVED DATE June 2014 APPROVED BY Academic Board 
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K SANDWICH BACHELOR DEGREES 


K.1 General Regulations	
K.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of single subject Bachelor 


Degrees and Honours Bachelor Degrees awarded following a sandwich route. This 
section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of 
Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
K.1.2 Sandwich courses will contain an extended period of supervised work (placement) 


experience set out in Sections K.1.3 - 5 in addition to the academic study undertaken at 
the University or one of its partner colleges.  The objectives of the work experience will 
be specified, contribute to the design of level 6 modules and be related to the overall 
objectives of the whole course. It will be rated at 40 credits at level 5. It must be 
completed before a student embarks upon the final stage of their degree and study at 
level 6.  


 
K.1.3 A minimum of 48 weeks supervised work experience is required for a Sandwich 


Honours Degree. This equates to 1680 hours.  
 
K.1.4 The performance of students on the level 5 placement module will be assessed against 


agreed Learning Outcomes, and satisfactory completion of, and performance in, the 
work experience is a requirement for the sandwich award. Sandwich courses will, 
therefore, require students to study for a longer period and complete more credits than 
students studying standard undergraduate degrees.  


 
K.1.5 The experience gained by a part time student undertaking a supervised work 


(placement) must be over and above their normal employment. 
 
K.1.6  Students admitted to a sandwich course with accreditation for prior learning must 


complete a period of learning with the University before embarking on their supervised 
work placement. 


 
K.1.7  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section K of the 


Regulations. 
 


K.2 The Admission of Students	
K.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


K.3 The Registration of Students	
K.3.1 This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
K.3.2 The maximum period over which an award governed by Section K of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours Degree (sandwich) 4 years  6 years  
Degree (sandwich) 4 years  6 years  
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Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours Degree (sandwich) 6 years  10 years  
Degree (sandwich) 5 years  10 years  


 
 
K.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
 
K.3.4  To be eligible to continue to study for a an award governed by Section K of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards: 


 
Diploma of Higher Education: 4 years full-time; 6 years part-time 
Certificate of Higher Education: 2 years full-time; 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time; 1 year part-time 


 
K.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 


where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
 
For courses governed by Section K of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 


 
Honours degree (Sandwich) 120 credits at level 6 and 60 at level 5 of which 


40 must be sandwich placement credits 
Degree (Sandwich) 60 credits at level 6 and 60 at level 5 of which 


40 must be sandwich placement credits 
 


K.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
K.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


Sandwich Degrees and Honours Degrees the following schemes will be used: 
 


Level 4 - 6 Percentage Mark Scheme 
 
 
K.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, and provided 


students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, 
marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows : 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c. a maximum of 20 credits at level 6 
d. but overall, a maximum of 40 credits may be compensated for Degree and 


Honours Degree awards 
 
 
K.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
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a. identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6; or 
b. the designated independent study module at level 6; or  
c. the sandwich placement module at level 5. 


 


K.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
K.5.1  Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in accordance 


with Section E of these regulations. 
 
K.5.2 Awards for students completing their studies at the end of Semester 1 will normally be managed 


through a University-wide board. 
 


K.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
K.6.1 In order to progress from their placement year, students must have passed their 40 


credit placement module by week 6 of the academic year following their placement.    
Failure in the placement module will require a student to transfer to a course governed 
by Section H of the regulations. 


 
K.6.2 In non-placement years, in order to progress from one year to the next, full-time 


students studying for an award governed by Section K will: 
 


a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section K.3. 
 
K.6.3 In non-placement years Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following 


level, as a result of Section K.6.2 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the 
same level.  In such cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules, and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course, and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section K.3; and  


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and  
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 


 
K.6.4 In non-placement years, in order to progress from one year to the next, part-time 


students studying for an award governed by Section K will: 
 


a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section K.3. 
 
K.6.5 In non-placement years Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study 


as a result of Section K.6.4 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same 
level. In such cases students will: 
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a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 
modules; and 


b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section K.3; and  
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
K.6.6 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
Board and Sections K.6.4 or K.6.5 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student 
would be expected to meet Section K.6.2 to be able to progress to the following 
academic year. 


 


K.7 Award Credit Requirements 	
K.7.1  To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section K of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


Honours Degree 
(Sandwich) 
 


400 Normally 
120 


280 of which a minimum of 120 
must be at level 6  


Degree (Sandwich) 
 


340 Minimum 
120 


220 of which a minimum of 60 
must be at level 6 


 
 
K.7.2 Students who fail to achieve a minimum of 60 credits at level 6 following successful 


completion of their placement module will not be eligible for a sandwich award and will 
be transferred to a course governed by Section H of these regulations to be considered 
for a Degree (non-sandwich) 


 
 
K.7.3 Students who are registered on a course governed by section K of the regulations but 


exit, or are unable to continue as a result of Section K.6 will be transferred to a course 
governed by Section H of these regulations  to be considered for an exit award. 


 
K. 7.4  For students progressing from a course governed by sections F, G or S carrying 


outstanding credit (as permitted in B.5.4 of the regulations), the outstanding credit must 
have been successfully completed and passed, and the initial award ratified by an 
Award Board, before an award governed by section K can be considered.  Where a 
student is unable to complete the initial award, but has subsequently gained level 6 
credits on a course governed by section K of the regulations, the student will be 
awarded a University Statement of Credit. 
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K.8 Classification of Awards	
K.8.1 The classification of Honours Degrees will be calculated using a percentage grade 


average method, shown in the table in Section K.8.2. In addition to the percentage 
grade average method to identify borderline zone students, a second profile method 
will be used. A student with more than 50% of grades achieved in the credits used for 
classification which are in a higher class than that indicated by the percentage grade 
point average will be considered to be a border candidate. 
 


K.8.2 The table below sets out the Percentage Grade Average Classification and Border 
Ranges for use in determining Honours degree classifications and borderline 
consideration: 


 
Classification Percentage 


Average 
Criterion for award of the higher 


class 
First 
 


70 – 100%  


First/Upper Second 
border range 


67.01% - 69.99% Student must have 70% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Upper Second 60% - 67%  
 


Upper/Lower 
Second border 
range 
 


57.01% - 59.99% Student must have 60% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Lower Second 50% - 57%  
 


Lower Second/Third 
border range 


47.01% - 49.99% Student must have 50% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Third 40% - 47%  
 


 
  
K.8.3 The classification of Honours Degrees (Sandwich) for students taking between 400 and 


280 University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 220 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include  
an independent study/project module and a 40 credit level 5 sandwich placement 
module. Students will be considered to be in the border zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


K.8.2; or 
b. if 120 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 220 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
K.8.4 The classification of Honours Degrees (Sandwich) for students taking between 260 and 


180 credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 160 level 5 and 6 credits, 
of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include an independent 
study/project module and a 40 credit level 5 sandwich module.  Students will be 
considered to be in the border zone if  
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a. Their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 
K.8.2 or 


b. If 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 180 selected credits are in a 
higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 


 
K.8.5 Grades gained in modules owned and delivered by another educational institution will 


normally be excluded from the calculation of an honours degree classification.  Students 
taking such modules are classified on a reduced number of credits under the rules set 
out in Sections K.8.4. Exceptions to the exclusion may be approved at validation.  In 
these cases, the following arrangements must be followed by Award Boards: 


 
a. The Award Board shall consider whether the student’s proposed classification is 


the result of the effect of the mean of grades from other Institutions that is 
significantly higher (or lower) than the typical performance of the student as 
reflected in the grades achieved in the University of Wolverhampton modules. 


b. If the mean performance at the other Institution is no more than three grade 
points higher (or lower) than the student’s mean performance on University 
modules, then the classification produced by the classification algorithm will be 
confirmed. 


c. Where the performance at the other Institution is more than three grade points 
higher (or lower) than the overall performance on University of Wolverhampton 
modules, a lower (or higher) classification will be awarded.  The lower (or 
higher) classification will be determined by the student’s performance on 
University of Wolverhampton modules. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
VERSION 11 OWNER Academic  Registrar 
APPROVED DATE June 2014 APPROVED BY Academic Board 
REVIEW DATE May 2016   
 








SECTION	L	
UNDERGRADUATE	TAUGHT	REGULATIONS		


20	CREDIT	STRUCTURE	
	2013	onwards	


 


  
 


L1 of	L6 pages


L SINGLE HONOURS (BRACKETED - SPECIALIST) 
BACHELOR DEGREES 


L.1 General Regulations 
L.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Single subject Bachelor 


Degrees and Honours Bachelor Degrees offered with a final bracketed (specialist) 
subject. This section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of 
Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
L.1.2 Courses offering bracketed (specialist) titles will follow standard delivery at levels 4 


and 5 across all proposed bracketed (specialist) routes.  The specialist delivery will be 
offered at level 6.  


 
L.1.3 The student will choose their specialist route at the point they begin to study at level 6 


when they confirm their intended final study intention.  
 
L.1.4 To be eligible for the bracketed (specialist) title a student will have to have studied and 


passed a minimum of 80 level 6 credits in the specialist subject area, including the 
project / dissertation module.  Students failing to achieve the credits required to be 
awarded a bracketed (specialist) award may still be eligible for a single honours award 
if they meet the requirements set out in Section H. 


 
L.1.5 The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section L of the 


Regulations. 
 


L.2 The Admission of Students 
L.2.1  In assessing applications with APL, consideration must be given to the amount of APL 


that can be given, to ensure the learning outcomes for the final bracketed (specialist) 
award can be achieved. 


 


L.3 The Registration of Students 
L.3.1 This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
L.3.2 The maximum period over which an award governed by Section L of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours Degree 3 years  5 years  
Degree 3 years  5 years  


 
 


Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours Degree 5 years  8  years  
Degree 4 years  8 years  
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L.3.3  To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section L of the Regulations, 
a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of registration set for 
interim awards: 


 
Diploma of Higher Education 4 years full-time 6 years part-time 
Certificate of Higher Education 2 years full-time 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 


 
L.3.4 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
L.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 


where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 


 
For courses governed by Section L of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 


 
Honours degree 120 credits at level 6  


 


L.4 The Management of Student Assessment 
L.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


courses governed by Section L of the Regulations the following schemes will be used: 
 


Level 4 - 6 Percentage Mark Scheme 
 
L.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, and provided 


students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, 
marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c. a maximum of 20 credits at level 6 
d. but overall, a maximum of 40 credits may be compensated for Degree and 


Honours Degree awards 
 


L.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


a. indentified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6 
b. the designated independent study module at level 6.  


 


L.5 The Management of Assessment Boards 
L.5.1 Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in 


accordance with Section E of these regulations. 
 
L.5.2 Awards for students completing their studies at the end of Semester 1 will normally be 


managed through a University-wide board. 
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L.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
L.6.1 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section L will: 
 


a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section L.3. 
 
L.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 


Section L.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level.  In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section L.3; and  


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and  
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 


 
L.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section L will: 
 


a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section L.3. 
 
L.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


L.6.3 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section L.3; and  
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
L.6.5 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
board and Sections L.6.3 or L.6.4 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student 
would be expected to meet section L.6.1 to be able to progress to the following 
academic year. 
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L.7 Award Credit Requirements  
L.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section L of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


 
Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4 


 
Level 5 


 
Level 6 


Honours Degree 
 


360 Normally 
120 


240 of which a minimum of 120 
must be at level 6 


 
L.7.2 Students who are registered on a course governed by Section L of the regulations but 


exit, or are unable to continue as a result of Section L.6 will be transferred to a course 
governed by Section H of these regulations, to be considered for an exit award. 


 
 
L.7.3 For students progressing from a course governed by sections F, G or S carrying 


outstanding credit (as permitted in B.5.4 of the regulations), the outstanding credit must 
have been successfully completed and passed, and the initial award ratified by an 
Award Board, before an award governed by section L can be considered.  Where a 
student is unable to complete the initial award, but has subsequently gained level 6 
credits on a course governed by section L of the regulations, the student will be 
awarded a University Statement of Credit. 


 
 


L.8 Classification of Awards 
L.8.1 The classification of Honours Degrees will be calculated using a percentage grade 


average method, shown in the table in paragraph Section L.8.2. In addition to the 
percentage grade point average method to identify borderline zone students, a second 
profile method will be used. A student with more than 50% of grades achieved in the 
credits used for classification which are in a higher class than that indicated by the 
percentage grade point average will be considered to be a border candidate. 
 


L.8.2 The table below sets out the Percentage Grade Average Classification and Border 
Ranges for use in determining Honours Degree classifications and borderline 
consideration: 


  
Classification Percentage 


Average 
Criterion for award of the higher 


class 
First 
 


70 – 100%  


First/Upper Second 
border range 


67.01% - 69.99% Student must have 70% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Upper Second 60% - 67%  
 


Upper/Lower 
Second border 


57.01% - 59.99% Student must have 60% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
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range 
 


the final year of the course 


Lower Second 50% - 57%  
 


Lower Second/Third 
border range 


47.01% - 49.99% Student must have 50% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Third 40% - 47%  
 


 
L.8.3 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 360 and 240 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 180 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module. Students must have passed at least 80 level 6 
credits in the specialist subject, including the independent study / project module. 
Students will be considered to be in the border zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


L.8.2: or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 180 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
L.8.4 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 220 and 160 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 160 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module Students must have passed at least 80 level 6 
credits in the specialist subject, including the independent study / project module. 
Students will be considered to be in the border zone if: 


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


L.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 160 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
L.8.5 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking fewer than 160 University of 


Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 100 level 6 
credits and include an independent study/project module. Students must have passed 
at least 80 level 6 credits in the specialist award, including the independent study / 
project module. Students will be considered to be in the border zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


L.8.2; or 
b. if 60 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 100 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
L.8.6 Grades gained in modules owned and delivered by another educational institution will 


normally be excluded from the calculation of an honours degree classification.  Students 
taking such modules are classified on a reduced number of credits under the rules set 
out in Sections L.8.4 – L.8.5. Exceptions to the exclusion may be approved at validation.  
In these cases, the following arrangements must be followed by Award Boards: 
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a. The Award Board shall consider whether the student’s proposed classification is 
the result of the effect of the mean of grades from other Institutions that is 
significantly higher (or lower) than the typical performance of the student as 
reflected in the grades achieved in the University of Wolverhampton modules. 


b. If the mean performance at the other Institution is no more than three grade 
points higher (or lower) than the student’s mean performance on University 
modules, then the classification produced by the classification algorithm will be 
confirmed. 


c. Where the performance at the other Institution is more than three grade points 
higher (or lower) than the overall performance on University of Wolverhampton 
modules, a lower (or higher) classification will be awarded.  The lower (or 
higher) classification will be determined by the student’s performance on 
University of Wolverhampton modules 
 


L.8.7 Students, who fail to gain 80 level 6 credits in the specialist subject, may still be eligible 
for a Degree, if they meet the criteria set out in Section H.  Such awards will not include 
the bracketed (specialist) title in the award. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VERSION 10 OWNER Academic  Registrar 
APPROVED DATE  June 2014 APPROVED BY Academic Board  
REVIEW DATE May 2016   
 








SECTION	M		
UNDERGRADUATE	TAUGHT	REGULATIONS	


20	CREDIT	STRUCTURE	
	2013	onwards	


 


 M1 of	M5 pages
 
 


M  TOP UP SINGLE HONOURS BACHELOR DEGREES 	


M.1 General Regulations	
M.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Top Up Bachelor Degrees and 


Honours Bachelor Degrees. This section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E 
of the University of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
M.1.2 Top Up courses must provide a different course structure from a full 3 year course. They 


provide a specific course for students wishing to top up awards they already hold at, or 
equivalent to level 5. 


 
M.1.3 Courses governed by section M will be 180 credits, made up of 60 credits at level 5 and 


120 credits at level 6. Accreditation for prior learning may be awarded for level 5 
credits for suitably qualified applicants.  


 
M.1.4 A Sandwich route may be offered for the Top Up Bachelor Degrees and Honours 


Bachelor Degrees. The Sandwich route must follow regulations set out in Section K of the 
Regulations. 


 
M.1.5  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section M of the 


Regulations. 
 


M.2 The Admission of Students	
M.2.1 Students admitted to awards in this section of the regulations will have achieved an award at or 


equivalent to level 5, such as HND, DipHE or Foundation Degree, following regulation B.5. 
 
M.2.2  In assessing applications through APL, consideration must be given to the amount of 


APL that can be given subject to Section M.1.3, to ensure the learning outcomes for the 
final Top-Up award can be achieved. 


 


M.3 The Registration of Students	
M.3.1 This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
M.3.2 The maximum period over which an award may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours degree (180 credits) 2 years  3 years  
Honours degree (120 credits) 1 year 2 years 
Ordinary degree 1year  2 years  


 
 


Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Honours degree (180 credits) 3 years  4 years  
Honours degree (120 credits) 2 year 4 years 
Ordinary degree 2 years  4 years  
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M.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 
registration will be calculated pro rata. 


 
M.3.4 To be eligible to continue to study for a Top Up Degree or Honours Degree, a student 


must not exceed the following maximum periods of registration set for interim awards: 
 


University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time; 1 year part-time 
 
M.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 


where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section M of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 


 
Honours Degree 120 credits at level 6  
Degree 60 credits at level 6 


 


M.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
M.4.1 Section D2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For Degrees 


and Honours Degrees the following schemes will be used: 
 


Level 5 - 6 Percentage Mark Scheme 
 
M.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, and provided 


students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, 
marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows: 


 
a maximum of 20 credits at either level 


 
M.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


a. identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6 
b. the designated independent study module at level 6.  


M.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
M.5.1  Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in 


accordance with Section E of these regulations. 
 
M.5.2 Awards for students completing their studies at the end of Semester 1 will normally be 


managed through a University-wide board. 


M.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations	
M.6.1 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section M will: 
a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section M.3. 
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M.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 
Section M.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level.  In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred; or substitutes for failed 


modules and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section M.3; and  


d study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and  
e.  study a maximum of 80 credits. 


 
M.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section M will: 
 


a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section M.3. 
 
M.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


M.6.3 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section M.3; and  
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
M.6.5 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
board and Sections M.6.3 or M.6.4 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student 
would be expected to meet Section M.6.1 to be able to progress to the following 
academic year. 


 


M.7 Award Credit Requirements 	
M.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section M of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


Honours Degree 
 


120 min 
180 max 


Maximum 60 Minimum 120  


Degree 
 


60 min 
120 max 


Maximum 60 Minimum 60  
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M.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section M of the Regulations 
a student will need to have met the following credit requirements: 


 
   
 
Exit Qualification 


Total Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


University Statement of 
Credit  


20 Minimum of 20 credit 


 
M. 7.3  For students progressing from a course governed by sections F, G or S carrying 


outstanding credit (as permitted in B.5.4 of the regulations), the outstanding credit must 
have been successfully completed and passed, and the initial award ratified by an 
Award Board, before an award governed by section M can be considered.  Where a 
student is unable to complete the initial award, but has subsequently gained level 6 
credits on a course governed by section M of the regulations, the student will be 
awarded a University Statement of Credit. 


 


M.8 Classification of Awards 
M.8.1 The classification of Honours Degrees will be calculated using a percentage grade 


average method, shown in the table in Section M.8.2. In addition to the percentage 
grade average method to identify borderline zone students, a second profile method 
will be used. A student with more than 50% of grades achieved in the credits used for 
classification which are in a higher class than that indicated by the percentage grade 
average will be considered to be a border candidate. 
 


M.8.2 The table below sets out the Percentage Grade Average Classification and Border 
Ranges for use in determining Honours degree classifications and borderline 
consideration: 


  
Classification Percentage 


Average 
Criterion for award of the higher 


class 
First 
 


70 – 100%  


First/Upper Second 
border range 


67.01% - 69.99% Student must have 70% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Upper Second 60% - 67%  
 


Upper/Lower 
Second border 
range 
 


57.01% - 59.99% Student must have 60% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Lower Second 50% - 57%  
 


Lower Second/Third 
border range 


47.01% - 49.99% Student must have 50% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Third 40% - 47%  
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M.8.3 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 180 and 160 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 160 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


M.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 160 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
M.8.4 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking fewer than 160 University of 


Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 100 level 6 
credits and include an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered 
to be in the border zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


M.8.2; or 
b. if 60 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 100 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
 
M.8.5 An University Statement of Credit may be awarded as an exit award providing the 


relevant level of credit, outlined in Section M.7 is met. 
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N.  GRADUATE CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS 


N.1 General Regulations	
N.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Graduate Certificates and 


Diplomas and Professional Graduate Certificates in Education.  This section must be 
read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of Wolverhampton Academic 
Regulations. 


 
N.1.2  The Registry will publish annually a full list of courses governed by Section N of the 


Regulations. 


N.2 The Admission of Students	
N.2.1 To be eligible to study for an award of Graduate Certificate or Graduate Diploma a student must 


hold a Degree or Honours Degree in a subject different to that being studied for a Graduate 
Certificate or Graduate Diploma. 


 
N.2.2 To be eligible to study the PGCE (H), students should be working in a College of Further 


Education. 
 
N.2.3 To be eligible to study the Practice Certificate in Independent Prescribing, students must meet 


the requirements of the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC). 


N.3 The Registration of Students 
N.3.1 The maximum period over which an award or an interim award may be studied will 


normally be: 
 


Full Time Normal Part Time 
Graduate Certificate 1 year  1 year 
Graduate Diploma 1 year  2 years  


 
 


Part Time Normal Part Time 
Graduate Certificate 1 year  2 years 
Graduate Diploma 2 years  3 years  
Professional Graduate Certificate in 


Education (H) 
2 years 3 years  


Practice Certificate in Independent 
Prescribing 


I year 1 year 


 
N.3.2 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
N.3.3  Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) is not granted to students studying for the awards 


governed by Section N. 
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N.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
N.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


Graduate Certificates and Graduate Diploma’s the following scheme will be used: 
 


Level 5 - 7 Percentage Mark Scheme  
 
N.4.2 For awards governed by Section N. Section D.3.10 does not apply. Compensation of 


modules is not permitted for the awards governed by Section N.  
 


N.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
N.5.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


N.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
 
N.6.1 Full-time students who fail to achieve 120 credits, may return to continue or repeat their 


studies at the same level. In such cases students will: 
 


a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 
modules; and 


 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which the award may be 


studied, contained in Section N.3.1 
 
N.6.2 In order to continue from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section N will: 
 


a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which the award  may 


be studied, contained in Section N.3.1. 
 
N.6.3 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Progression / Award Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
board and Section N.6.2 will apply.  


 


N.7 Credit Requirements 	
N.7.1 To be eligible for the award of a Graduate Certificate or Diploma, a student will need to 


have met the following credit requirements: 
 
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


 
Level 7 


Graduate Diploma 
 


120 None 120  
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Graduate Certificate  60 None Minimum 
60 


 


PGCE (H) 120 Maximum 
60 


Minimum 
60 


None 


Practice Certificate in 
Independent Prescribing 


40 None None 40 


University Statement of 
Credit  


20 Minimum 
20 


 
 
N.7.2 A University Statement of Credit may be offered as an exit award, provided the relevant 


level of credit, outlined in paragraph N.7.1 is met. 


N.8 Classification of Awards	
N.8.1 Awards governed by Section N are not classified.  
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P  POSTGRADUATE AND MASTERS AWARDS 


P.1 General Regulations 
P.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Postgraduate Certificates, 


Diplomas and Masters Degrees. This section must be read in conjunction with Sections 
A – E of the University of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
P.1.2  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section P of the 


Regulations. 
 


P.2 The Admission of Students 
P.2.1 Students studying for awards governed by this section of the regulations will normally 


hold an Honours Bachelors Degree or equivalent before being accepted onto the 
course.   


 
P.2.2 Alternatively, students without an Honours Bachelors Degree may be accepted where 


they have successfully completed and passed a pre-masters entry course. 
 


P.3 The Registration of Students 
P.3.1 This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
P.3.2 The maximum period over which an award governed by Section P of the Regulations 


may be studied will be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Masters Degree 1 year  2 years  
Postgraduate Diploma 1 year 2 years  
Postgraduate Certificate 1 year  1 year 
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (M) 1 year 2 years 


 
 


Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Masters Degree 2 years 4 years  
Postgraduate Diploma 2 year 3 years  
Postgraduate Certificate 1 year  2 years 


 
 
P.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
P.3.4  To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section P of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of maximum periods of registration in 
Section P.3.1 and Section P.3.4.  


 
P.3.5 To be eligible for the interim award, a student must not exceed the following maximum 


period of registration: 
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University Statement of Credit 1 year part-time 1 year part-time 


 


P.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 
where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section P of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 


 
Masters by Research Degree 180 credits at level 7. 
Masters Degree: 100 credits at level 7, including the 


Masters level project or dissertation 
Postgraduate Diploma: 60 credits at level 7 
Postgraduate Certificate: 40 credits at level 7 
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (M) 60 credits at level 7 


 


P.4 The Management of Student Assessment 
P.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


Degrees and Honours Degrees the following schemes will be used: 
 


Level 7 Percentage Mark Scheme 
 
 
P.4.2 No compensation will be permitted for modules offered at level 7 
 
P.4.3 Modules may only be repeated once. Where Award regulations permit, replacement of 


a failed option module will be permitted for one attempt only.  
 


P.5 The Management of Assessment Boards 
P.5.1 Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in 


accordance with Section E of these regulations. 
 


P.6 Continuation Regulations 
P.6.1 In order to continue, students studying for an award governed by Section P will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
b. have met any pre-requisite modules specified for the course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section P.3. 
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P.7 Award Credit Requirements  
P.7.1 To be eligible for the award from courses governed by Section P of the Regulations, a 


student will need to have met the following credit requirements: 
 


 
 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


 
Level 6  


 
Level 7 


Postgraduate Certificate in Education (M)  120 60 60 
Postgraduate Certificate 60  60 
Postgraduate Diploma 120  120 
Masters Degree 180  180 


 
 
P.7.2  To be eligible for an award of MRes a student will need to have met the specific 


research requirement set out in A.2.5. 
 
P.7.3 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section P of the Regulations a 


student will need to have met the following credit requirements: 
 
 


 
Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


 
Level 6 


 
Level 7 


Graduate Certificate in (Primary/Secondary) School 
Teaching 


100 100 


Graduate Certificate in (Primary/Secondary) School 
Teaching Studies 


60 60 


University Statement of Credit 20 20 
 
 


P.8 Classification of Awards  
P.8.1 To be awarded the Masters Degree with Distinction, students taking 180 credits will be 


required to gain at least 120 credits at 70% or above, which must include achieving 70% 
or above in the research project or dissertation.  


 
P.8.2 To be awarded the Masters Degree with Distinction, students taking between 160 and 


140 credits will be required to gain at least 100 credits at 70% or above, which must 
include the research project or dissertation module.  


 
P.8.3 To be awarded the Masters Degree with Distinction, students taking between 120 and 


100 credits will be required to gain at least 80 credits at 70% or above, which must 
include the research project or dissertation module. 


 
P.8.4 To be awarded the Masters Degree with Merit, students taking 180 credits will be 


required to gain at least 120 credits at 60% or above, which must include achieving 60% 
or above in the research project or dissertation. 
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P.8.5 To be awarded the Masters Degree with Merit, students taking between 160 and 140 
credits will be required to gain at least 100 credits at 60% or above, which must include 
the research project or dissertation module.  


 
P.8.6 To be awarded the Masters Degree with Merit, students taking between 120 and 100 


credits will be required to gain at least 80 credits at 60% or above, which must include 
the research project or dissertation module. 


 
P.8.7 Awards of Postgraduate Diploma, Postgraduate Certificate and Statement of Credit are 


not classified. 
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Q  INTEGRATED MASTERS DEGREE 


Q.1 General Regulations 
Q.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Integrated Masters Degrees. 


This section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of 
Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
Q.1.2  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section Q of the 


Regulations. 
 
Q.1.3  A Sandwich route may be offered for the Integrated Masters Degree. The Sandwich 


route must follow regulations set out in Section K of the Regulations. 
 


Q.2 The Admission of Students 
Q.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


Q.3 The Registration of Students 
Q.3.1 This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
Q.3.2 The maximum period over which an award governed by Section Q of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Masters Degree 4 years full-time 6 years  


 
Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Masters Degree 7 years full-time 10 years  


 
 
Q.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
Q.3.4 To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section Q of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards: 


 
Honours Degree 5 years full-time 8 years part-time 
Diploma of Higher Education 4 years full-time 6 years part-time 
Certificate of Higher Education 2 years full-time 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 


 
 
Q.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 


where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
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For courses governed by Section Q of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass at level 6 and at level 
7 will be as follows: 
 
 


Masters Degree 120 credits at level 7   
Honours Degree 120 credits at level 6 


 


Q.4 The Management of Student Assessment 
Q.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For courses 


governed by Section Q of the Regulations, the following schemes will be used: 
 


Levels 4 – 7  Percentage Mark Scheme 
 
 
Q.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, and provided 


students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, 
marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows: 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c. a maximum of 20 credits at level 6 
d. but overall, a maximum of 40 credits may be compensated for Degree and 


Honours Degree awards 
 


Q.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


a. any module at level 7 
b. identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6; or 
c. the designated independent study modules at level 6 


 
Q.4.4 Level 7 modules may only be repeated once. Where Award regulations permit, 
 replacement of a failed option module will be permitted for one attempt only.  
 
Q.4.5 Failure of the designated independent study module:  
 


a. at level 6 students may re-sit independent study modules for which they receive 
a grade of 30-39%. They must retake an independent study module for which 
they receive a grade of 29% or less; 


b. at level 7,  only students  who obtain a grade of  40-49% may attempt to retrieve 
failure in an independent study module.  


Q.5 The Management of Assessment Boards 
Q.5.1 Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in accordance with 


Section E of these regulations. 
 
Q.5.2 Awards for students completing their studies at the end of Semester 1 will normally be managed 


through a University-wide board. 
 
 







SECTION Q 
UNDERGRADUATE TAUGHT REGULATIONS 


20 CREDIT STRUCTURE 
 2013 onwards 


 


 Q3 of Q6 pages 
 
 


Q.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
Q.6.1 Classification will be calculated according to Q. 8.4.and Q.8.5. Failure to obtain this 


minimum standard will require students to transfer to a course governed by Section H of 
the regulations.  


 
Q.6.2 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section Q will: 
 


a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and 
b. have recovered failure within one academic year of the original registration for a 


module; and  
c. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
d. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section Q.3. 
 
Q.6.3 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 


Section Q.6.2 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level.  In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section Q.3; and 


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and 
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 
 


Q.6.4 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 
governed by Section Q will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. have recovered failure within one academic year of the original registration for a 


module; and  
d. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section Q.3. 
 
Q.6.5 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


Q.6.4 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section Q.3; and 
e. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
Q.6.6 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year 


will be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
board and Sections Q.6.4 or Q.6.5 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student 
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would be expected to meet Section Q.6.2 to be able to progress to the following 
academic year. 


 


Q.7 Award Credit Requirements  
Q.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section Q of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


Level 4  Level 5  Level 6  Level 7 


Integrated 
Masters Degree  


480 Normally 
120 


240 of which a 
minimum of 120 must 
be at level 6 


120  


 
 
Q.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section Q a student will need 


to have met the requirements contained in Section Q.8 and the following credit 
requirements: 


 
 
Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


Honours Degree  360 Normally 
120 


Minimum 240 of which a 
minimum of 120 must be at 
level 6  


 
 
Q.7.3 Students not achieving 120 credits at level 7 will receive the exit qualification of a 


Bachelors Honours Degree.  
 


Q.8 Classification of Awards 
Q.8.1 The calculation to determine a student’s right to progress to level 7 will be based on 


their performance at levels 5 and 6 using the standard University classification method 
or the profile method described in Sections Q.8.5 – Q.8.9.   


 
Q.8.2 The grades achieved in all modules studied at level 5, level 6 and level 7 will be used in 


calculating the classification of the Integrated Masters Degree. The average of each 
level is aggregated according to the weightings set out in the table below:   


 
Level  Weighting 
5 20% 
6 30% 
7 50% 


 
 
Q.8.3  This calculation will be applied to students taking fewer than 120 credits at level 5.    
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Q.8.4 For students admitted with accreditation for prior leaning directly to level 6, 
classification will be based on the average of all grades at level 6 and the average of all 
grades at level 7 according to the weightings set out in the table below:   


 
 


Level  Weighting 
6 50% 
7 50% 


 
 
Q.8.5 The table below sets out the Percentage Grade Average Classification and Border 


Ranges for use in determining Masters and Honours Degree classifications and 
borderline consideration: 


   
Classification Percentage 


Average 
Criterion for award of the higher 


class 
First 
 


70 – 100%  


First/Upper Second 
border range 


67.01% - 69.99% Student must have 70% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Upper Second 60% - 67%  
 


Upper/Lower 
Second border 
range 
 


57.01% - 59.99% Student must have 60% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Lower Second 50% - 57%  
 


Lower Second/Third 
border range 


47.01% - 49.99% Student must have 50% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Third 40% - 47%  
 


 
 
Q.8.6 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking 360 University of 


Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 180 level 5 
and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include an 
independent study/project module. Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


Q.8.5; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 180 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
Q.8.7 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 220 and 160 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 160 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if:  
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a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 
Q.8.5; or 


b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 160 selected credits are in a 
higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 


 
Q.8.8 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking fewer than 160 University of 


Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 100 level 6 
credits and include an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered 
to be in the border zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


Q.8.5; or 
b. if 60 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 100 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
Q.8.9   For students taking 360 credits and participating on an Erasmus programme during 


their level 5 studies, where the Erasmus module is graded pass/fail classification will be 
calculated using the remaining graded level 5 credits as follows: 


              
Level Weighting 
5 20% 
6 30% 
7 50% 


 
Q.8.10 Grades gained in modules owned and delivered by another educational institution will 


normally be excluded from the calculation of an honours degree classification.  Students 
taking such modules are classified on a reduced number of credits under the rules set 
out in Sections Q.8.5 – Q.8.8. Exceptions to the exclusion may be approved at validation.  
In these cases, the following arrangements must be followed by Award Boards: 


 
a. The Award Board shall consider whether the student’s proposed classification is 


the result of the effect of the mean of grades from other Institutions that is 
significantly higher (or lower) than the typical performance of the student as 
reflected in the grades achieved in the University of Wolverhampton modules. 


b. If the mean performance at the other Institution is no more than three grade 
points higher (or lower) than the student’s mean performance on University 
modules, then the classification produced by the classification algorithm will be 
confirmed. 


c. Where the performance at the other Institution is more than three grade points 
higher (or lower) than the overall performance on University of Wolverhampton 
modules, a lower (or higher) classification will be awarded.  The lower (or 
higher) classification will be determined by the student’s performance on 
University of Wolverhampton modules. 
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S  HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMA  


S.1 General Regulations	
S.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of the Higher National Certificate 


and Higher National Diploma.  This section must be read in conjunction with Sections A 
– E of the University of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
S.1.2 The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section S of the 


Regulations. 
 


S.2 The Admission of Students	
S.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


S.3 The Registration of Students 
S.3.1 This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4 
 
S.3.2 The maximum period over which an award governed by Section S of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Higher National Diploma 2 years  4 years  
Higher National Certificate  1 years  2 years  


 
 


Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Higher National Diploma 4 years  6 years  
Higher National Certificate  2 years  4 years  


 
 
S.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
S.3.4  To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section S of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards, as follows: 


 
Higher National Certificate  2 years full-time 4 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 


 


S.3.5 Sections B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 
where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section S of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 
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Higher National Diploma 60 credits at level 5  
Higher National Certificate 60 credits at level 4   


 


S.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
S.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading scheme used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For courses 


governed by Section S of the Regulations the following scheme will be used: 
 


Levels 4 - 5 Percentage Mark Scheme 
 
 
S.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, marginal failure (30-


39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows, provided students have passed 
modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level: 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
 


S.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5.  
 


S.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
S.5.1 Results for modules delivered as part of Higher National qualifications will be 


considered by Module Results Boards. 
 
S.5.2 The progression and awards for students studying for Higher National qualifications will 


be considered by a University Higher National Board. 


S.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations	
S.6.1 In order to progress from one year to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section S will: 
 


a. be required to have passed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section S.3. 
 
S.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 


Section S.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed modules; 


and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section S.3; and 


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and  
e. study a maximum of 80 credits. 
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S.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an 
award governed by Section S will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section S.3. 
 
S.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


S.6.3 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section S.3; and 
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
 
S.6.5 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the University Award / Progression Board at the end of the University 
academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first board and 
Sections S.6.3 or S.6.4 will apply. In subsequent years a full time student would be 
expected to meet section S.6.1 to be able to progress to the following academic year. 


 


S.7 Award Credit Requirements 	
S.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section S of the 


regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


Higher National Diploma 
 


240 120 Minimum 120 


Higher National 
Certificate  


120 120  


 
 
S.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section S a student will need 


to have met the following credit requirements: 
 


 
Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


Certificate of Higher 
Education  


120 Minimum 120 at level 4/5 


University Statement of 
Credit  


20 Minimum 20 at level 4/5 
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S.8 Classification of Higher National Certificates and 
Diplomas 	


S.8.1 Higher National Certificates and Diplomas may be awarded with merit or distinction in 
line with Sections S.8.3 – S.8.5 
 


S.8.2 Certificates of Higher Education (Cert HE) and University Statements of Credit are not 
classified and will only be made as exit awards to students who have either left their 
course or reached the maximum registration period permitted in Section S.3. 


 
S.8.3 An HND with distinction will be awarded where a student has gained at least 80 credits 


at 70% or above at level 5. 
 
S.8.4 An HND with merit will be awarded where a student has gained at least 80 credits at 


60% or above at level 5. 
 
S.8.5 An HNC with distinction will be awarded where a student has gained at least 80 credits 


at 70% or above at level 4. 
 
S.8.6 An HNC with merit will be awarded where a student has gained at least 80 credits at 


grade 60% or above at level 4. 
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T  FOUNDATION AND PREPARATORY STUDIES 


T.1 General Regulations 
T.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Foundation and Preparatory 


Studies awards.  This section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the 
University of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
T.1.2 Foundation and Preparatory Studies courses provide an entry route to Foundation 


Degrees and Bachelor Degrees for students without standard entry requirements.  
Successful completion of an award governed by Section T will normally provide 
satisfactory admittance to a University of Wolverhampton Foundation Degree or 
Bachelor Degree, unless professional or statutory body requirements exclude such 
entry. 


 
T.1.3 Section T of the regulations also apply to the foundation or preparatory year of 


Undergraduate Bachelor Degrees.  Students will be required to complete and pass 
courses governed by these regulations before commencing level 4 study. 


T.1.4  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section T of the 
Regulations. 


 


T.2 The Admission of Students 
T.2.1 Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) is not granted to students studying for the 


University Certificate in Preparatory Studies. 
 


T.3 The Registration of Students 
T.3.1 The maximum period over which an award may be studied will be: 
 


University Statement of Preparatory Studies 2 years full-time 3 years part-time 
 
T.3.2 For courses governed by Section T of the Regulations, the minimum number of 


University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 
 


Foundation and Preparatory Studies 120 credits at Level 3  
 


T.4 The Management of Student Assessment 
T.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


awards governed by Section T the following schemes will be used: 
 


Level 3 Percentage Mark Scheme  
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T.4.2 Provided students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same 
level, marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows 


 
a maximum of 20 credits at level 3 


 


T.5 The Management of Assessment Boards 
T.5.1 Modules delivered at level 3 will be considered by the appropriate Module Results 


Board. 
 
T.5.2 All awards governed by Section T will be managed by a single University Award Board.  
 


T.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
T.6.1 Full-time students who fail to achieve 120 credits, may return to continue or repeat their 


studies at the same level. In such cases students will: 
 


a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 
modules; and 


 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which the award may be 


studied, contained in Section T.3.1. 
 
T.6.2 In order to continue from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section T will: 
 


a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which the award  may 


be studied, contained in Section T.3.1. 
 
 
T.6.3 Students commencing their studies at times other than the start of the academic year will 


be considered by the appropriate Award / Progression Board at the end of the 
University academic year.  They will be considered as a part time student at the first 
Board and Section T.6.2 will apply.  


  


T.7 Award Credit Requirements  
T.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section T of the 


regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements: 
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 3 


University Statement of Preparatory Studies 120 120 
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T.7.2  To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section T a student will need 
to have met the following credit requirements: 


 
 
Exit Qualification 


Total Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 3 


University Statement of Credit  20 20 
 


T.8 Classification of Awards 
T.8.1 University Statements of Preparatory Studies are not classified.  
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U  ACCELERATED SINGLE HONOURS BACHELOR 
DEGREES	


U.1 General Regulations	
U.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Single subject Bachelor 


Degrees and Honours Bachelor Degrees to students studying 2 year Accelerated 
Bachelors programmes. This section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of 
the University of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
U.1.2  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section U of the 


Regulations. 
 
U.1.3 Full time students studying awards governed by Section U of the regulations will 


normally study 180 credits each12 month period, as set out in A.2.2 – Accelerated Full 
Time mode 


 


U.2 The Admission of Students	
U.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


U.3 The Registration of Students	
U.3.1 This Section should be read in conjunction with Sections B.5 and C.4. 
 
U.3.2 The maximum period over which an award governed by Section U of the Regulations 


may be studied will normally be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal  Maximum 
Honours Degree 2 years  4 years 
Degree 2 years  4 years  


 
 


Part Time Students Normal  Maximum 
Honours Degree 4 years  7 years 
Degree 4 years  7 years  


 
U.3.3 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
U.3.4  To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section U of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of the following maximum periods of 
registration set for interim awards: 


 
Diploma of Higher Education 2 years full-time 5 years part-time 
Certificate of Higher Education 1 year full-time 3 years part-time 
University Statement of Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 
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U.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 
where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section U of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 
 


Honours Degree 120 credits at level 6  
Degree 60 credits at level 6 


 


U.4 The Management of Student Assessment	
U.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For courses 


governed by Section U of the Regulations, the following scheme will be used: 
 


Levels 4 - 6 Percentage Mark Scheme  
 
 
U.4.2 Except where statutory or professional bodies require otherwise, and provided 


students have passed modules worth a minimum of 100 credits at the same level, 
marginal failure (30-39%) will be compensated by Award Boards as follows: 


 
a. a maximum of 20 credits at level 4 
b. a maximum of 20 credits at level 5 
c. a maximum of 20 credits at level 6 
d. but overall, a maximum of 40 credits may be compensated for Degree and 


Honours Degree awards 
 


U.4.3 No compensation will be permitted for: 
 


a. identified work-based or work-related modules at level 5 or 6; or 
b. the designated independent study module at level 6 


 
 


U.5 The Management of Assessment Boards	
U.5.1 Progression and Award Boards will be held at least once per academic year.   
 
 


U.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
U.6.1 In order to progress from one level to the next, full-time students studying for an award 


governed by Section U will: 
 


a. be required to have completed modules totalling 100 credits or more; and  
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section U.3. 
d. be required to have passed all level 4 modules prior to commencing level 6. 
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U.6.2 Full-time students who are unable to progress to the following level, as a result of 
Section U.6.1 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level.  In such 
cases students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
 b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
 


c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 
interim award may be studied, contained in Section U.3; and 


d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme; and 
e. study a maximum of 100 credits. 
 


U.6.3 In order to progress from one year to the next, part-time students studying for an award 
governed by Section U will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
b. have no more than 20 credits outstanding from modules already studied; and 
c be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in U.3. 
 
U.6.4 Part-time students unable to progress to the next year of study as a result of Section 


U.6.3 may return to continue or repeat their studies at the same level. In such cases 
students will: 


 
a. only study modules previously failed or deferred or substitutes for failed 


modules; and 
b. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section U.3; and 
d. study a maximum of 20 credits from their future programme. 


 
 


U7 Award Credit Requirements 	
U.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section U of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


Level 4  Level 5  Level 6  


Honours Degree 
 


360 Normally 
120 


240 of which a minimum of 120 
must be at level 6 


Degree 
 


300 Normally 
120 


180 of which a minimum of 60 
must be at level 6 


 
 
U.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section U a student will need 


to have met the requirements contained in Section U.8 and the following credit 
requirements: 
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Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 4  


 
Level 5  


 
Level 6  


Diploma of Higher 
Education  


240 Normally 
120 


Minimum 120 at level 5/6 


Certificate of Higher 
Education  


120 Minimum 120 at level 
4/5 


None 


University Statement of 
Credit  


20 Minimum 
20  


None None 


 
 


U.8 Classification of Awards	
U.8.1 The classification of Honours Degrees will be calculated using a percentage grade 


average method, shown in the table in Section U.8.2. In addition to the percentage 
grade average method, in order to identify borderline zone students, a second profile 
method will be used. A student with at least 50% of grades achieved in the credits used 
for classification which are in a higher class than that indicated by the percentage grade 
average will be considered to be a border candidate. 
 


U.8.2 The table below sets out the Percentage Grade Average Classification and Border 
Ranges for use in determining Honours degree classifications and borderline 
consideration: 


 
Classification Percentage 


Average 
Criterion for award of the higher 


class 
First 
 


70 – 100%  


First/Upper Second 
border range 


67.01% - 69.99% Student must have 70% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Upper Second 60% - 67%  
 


Upper/Lower 
Second border 
range 
 


57.01% - 59.99% Student must have 60% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Lower Second 50% - 57%  
 


Lower Second/Third 
border range 


47.01% - 49.99% Student must have 50% or above in 
at least 60 level 6 credits gained in 
the final year of the course 


Third 40% - 47%  
 


 
  
U.8.3 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 360 and 240 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 180 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
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an independent study/project module. Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


H.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 180 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
U.8.4 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking between 220 and 160 


University of Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ 
best 160 level 5 and 6 credits, of which at least 100 credits must be at level 6 and include 
an independent study/project module.  Students will be considered to be in the border 
zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


H.8.2; or 
b. if 100 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 160 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
U.8.5 The classification of Honours Degrees for students taking fewer than 160 University of 


Wolverhampton credits will be based on the grades from the students’ best 100 level 6 
credits. and include an independent study/project module  Students will be considered 
to be in the border zone if:  


 
a. their percentage grade average falls within the levels shown in table in Section 


H.8.2; or 
b. if 60 credits or more of the grades achieved in the 100 selected credits are in a 


higher class than that indicated by the grade point average. 
 
U.8.6 Grades gained in modules owned and delivered by another educational institution will 


normally be excluded from the calculation of an honours degree classification.  Students 
taking such modules are classified on a reduced number of credits under the rules set 
out in Sections H.8.4 – H.8.6. Exceptions to the exclusion may be approved at validation.  
In these cases, the following arrangements must be followed by Award Boards: 


 
a. The Award Board shall consider whether the student’s proposed classification is 


the result of the effect of the mean of grades from other Institutions that is 
significantly higher (or lower) than the typical performance of the student as 
reflected in the grades achieved in the University of Wolverhampton modules. 


b. If the mean performance at the other Institution is no more than three grade 
points higher (or lower) than the student’s mean performance on University 
modules, then the classification produced by the classification algorithm will be 
confirmed. 


c. Where the performance at the other Institution is more than three grade points 
higher (or lower) than the overall performance on University of Wolverhampton 
modules, a lower (or higher) classification will be awarded.  The lower (or 
higher) classification will be determined by the student’s performance on 
University of Wolverhampton modules. 


 
U.8.7 A Diploma of Higher Education (Dip HE) will be awarded as an exit award, providing 


the course specific modules approved at validation and the appropriate level of credit, 
identified in Section U.7 have been passed.  These awards are not classified.  
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U.8.8 A Certificate of Higher Education or University Statement of Credit will be awarded as 


an exit award providing the relevant level of credit, outlined in Section U.7 is met. These 
awards are not classified 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VERSION 3 OWNER Academic  Registrar 
APPROVED DATE June 2014 APPROVED BY Academic Board  
REVIEW DATE May 2016   
 








SECTION	V	
PROFESSIONAL	DOCTORATE	REGULATIONS	


20	CREDIT	STRUCTURE		
2013	onwards	


	


 
 


P1 of	P4 pages
 
 


V  PROFESSIONAL / PRACTITIONER DOCTORATE 
AWARDS 


V.1 General Regulations 
V.1.1 In accordance with the National Qualifications Framework the Professional / Practitioner 


Doctorate awards equates to a total of 540 credits normally made up of 180 credits at 
level 7 (Masters Degree) and 360 credits at level 8.  This section relates to study at level 
8 only, students must enter with a Master Degree (180 credits) or appropriate credits at 
level 7.  Study at Masters level 7 is governed by section P of the Academic Regulations. 


 
V.1.2 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Higher Masters and 


Professional / Practitioner Doctorate degrees. This section must be read in conjunction 
with Sections A – E of the University of Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
V.1.3  The Registry will publish, annually, a full list of courses governed by Section V of the 


Regulations. 
 
V.1.4 The University Bye-Law No. 5: Degrees, Diplomas and Certificates, confirms the 


University’s approval to award a Professional/Practitioner Doctorate.  The full award 
title and co-responding abbreviation will be considered and approved through the 
validation process for each new Professional / Practitioner Doctorate to ensure its fit 
within sector norms. 


V.2 The Admission of Students 
V.2.1 Students studying for awards governed by this section of the regulations will normally 


hold a Masters Degree or equivalent before being accepted onto the course.   
 
V.2.2 To be eligible to study the Professional/Practitioner Doctorate Award students should 


be working or have experience of working in the subject area relevant to the 
Professional/ Practitioner Doctorate. 


V.3 The Registration of Students   
V.3.1 The maximum period over which an award governed by Section V of the Regulations 


may be studied will be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal Maximum 
Higher Masters Degree Within a 12 month 


period (1 year ) 
Within a 24 month 
period (2 years ) 


Professional / Practitioner Doctorate Within a 36 month 
period (3 years ) 


Within a 48 month 
period (4 years ) 


 
 To note: In accordance with HEFCE guidelines, the maximum period is taken from the 


date that the viva is held for the thesis and not from the date of submission of the thesis.  
These periods identified apply to level 8 study only. 
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Part Time Students Normal Maximum 
Higher Masters Degree Within a 24 month 


period (2 years ) 
Within a 48 month 
period (4 years ) 


Professional / Practitioner Doctorate Within a 48 month 
period (4 years ) 


Within a 96 month 
period (8 years ) 


 
V.3.2 Where a student chooses to change their mode of study the maximum period of 


registration will be calculated pro rata. 
 
V.3.3  To be eligible to continue to study for an award governed by Section V of the 


Regulations, a student must not exceed each of maximum periods of registration in 
Section V.3.1 and Section V.3.4.  


 
V.3.4 To be eligible for an interim award, a student must not exceed the following maximum 


period of registration: 
 


University Statement of Credit 1 year part-time 1 year part-time 
 
V.3.5 Section B.5 permits students to be admitted to the University with advanced standing 


where they have previously successfully completed relevant study at higher education 
level, in the UK or abroad. 
 
For courses governed by Section V of the Regulations, the minimum number of 
University of Wolverhampton credits students must study and pass will be as follows: 


 
Higher Masters Degree 100 credits at level 8 
Practitioner / Professional Doctorate 180 credits at level 8 which must include 


the completion of the Doctoral Thesis 


V.4 The Management of Student Assessment 
V.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


Professional / Practitioner Doctorates the following schemes will be used: 
 


Level 8  Pass / Fail  
 


 
V.4.2 No compensation will be permitted for modules offered at level 8 
 
V.4.3 Taught modules may only be repeated once. Where Award regulations permit 


replacement of a failed option module will be permitted for one attempt only.  
 
V.4.4 Research regulations apply to the Doctoral thesis module and may only be repeated 


once. Where Award regulations permit replacement of a failed option module, this will 
be permitted for one attempt only. 


V.5 The Management of Assessment Boards 
 For the management of the taught elements of level 8 study: 
V.5.1 The Module Results Board is responsible for a cognate set of modules. Modules in this 


set will normally belong to more than one Subject. The Board carries full responsibility 
for considering the performance of students, individual modules, module groups and 
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confirming module results.  These Boards are conducted at Faculty level. Refer to 
Section E) 


 
V.5.2 Progression and Award Boards are responsible for confirming that University 


regulations have been correctly applied in determining and conferring the final 
qualification and a student’s right to continue study.  This Board will be a University-
wide Progression and Award Board that will take responsibility for overseeing all 
University Professional / Practitioner Doctorate courses. 


 
 For the research elements of level 8 study: 
V.5.3 The Doctoral Thesis module will be managed through the same processes as for 


Research students completing PhDs and MPhils and will be governed by that structure. 
 


V.6 Continuation Regulations 
V.6.1 In order to continue, students studying for an award governed by Section V will: 


 
a. be in a position to recover any failure within the rules of their course; and  
b. have met any pre-requisite modules specified for the course; and 
c. be in a position to not exceed the maximum period over which an award or 


interim award may be studied, contained in Section V.3. 
 
V.6.2 Progression rules to include: 


 A student is permitted to commence the thesis module before completion of the 
taught modules at level 8 as their course structure permits. 


 A student must have successfully completed all Level 8 taught modules before 
the submission of the Doctoral thesis/portfolio. 
 


V.7 Award Credit Requirements  
V.7.1 To be eligible for the award from courses governed by Section V of the Regulations, a 


student will need to have met the following credit requirements: 
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


 
Level 7  


 
Level 8 


Professional / Practitioner Doctorate 540 180/160 360/380 
 
V.7.2 To be eligible for an exit award from courses governed by Section V of the Regulations 


a student will need to have met the following credit requirements: 
 


 
Exit Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


 
Level 7 


 
Level 8 


Higher Masters Degree 360 180/160 180/200 
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V.8 Classification of Awards 
 
V.8.1  Awards of Professional / Practitioner Doctorate, Higher Masters and University Statement   


of Credit are not classified. 
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W.  MASTERS TOP UP AWARDS 


W.1 General Regulations 
W.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of Masters Top-up Degrees. This 


section must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of 
Wolverhampton Academic Regulations. 


 
W.1.2 Masters Top-up courses will contain one single 60 credit dissertation/project module. 


They provide a specific course for students wishing to top up from Post Graduate 
Diploma and Undergraduate awards they already hold at, or equivalent to Level 7. The 
Award may only be studied by students who: 
(i) Hold a Post Graduate diploma from another institution 
(ii) Who hold a Post Graduate Diploma from the University of Wolverhampton and 


have had a gap in study of at least one year since the Award of that Diploma. 
(iii) An Undergraduate Masters Degree 


 
W.1.3 The maximum credit that will be awarded on courses governed by section W will be 60 


credits, made up of one 60 credit dissertation/project module at Level 7.  
 
W.1.4 Award titles must be generic in nature and must be different from any other validated 


Masters Award. 
 
W.1.5  The Registry will publish annually a full list of courses governed by Section W of the 


Regulations. 
 


W.2 The Admission of Students 
W.2.1 Students admitted to awards in this section of the regulations will have achieved an 


award at or equivalent to 120 credits at Level 7, such as Post Graduate Diploma, 
following regulation B4. 


 
W.2.2  APL is not permitted for awards governed by Section W of the regulations. 
 


W.3 The Registration of Students 
W.3.1 The normal and maximum periods over which an award may be studied will normally 


be: 
 


Full Time Students Normal period Maximum Period 
Masters Top-up: 6 months  1 year  


 
Part Time Students Normal Period Maximum Period 
Masters Top-up: 1 year  1 year  


 


W.4 The Management of Student Assessment 
W.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading scheme used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


Masters Top-up Degrees the following scheme will be used: 
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Level 7 Percentage Mark Scheme  
 
W.4.2 No compensation will be permitted. 


W.5 The Management of Assessment Boards 
W.5.1  Progression and Award Boards will be held at the end of each academic year, in 


accordance with Section E of these regulations. 
 


W.6 Continuation and Progression Regulations 
W.6.1 As this award must be studied in one year there are no continuation or progression 


regulations. 
 


W.7 Award Credit Requirements  
W.7.1 To be eligible for an award having completed a course governed by Section W of the 


Regulations, a student will need to have met the following credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Credits 
required 
 


 
Level 7  


Masters Degree (Top-up) 60 credits 60 credits 
 
W.7.2 No exit awards can be made for courses governed by Section W of the Regulations. 
 


W.8 Classification of Awards 
W.8.1 Masters Degrees governed by Section W of the Regulations will not be classified. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VERSION 5 OWNER Academic Registrar 
APPROVED DATE 19/08/2014 APPROVED BY Academic Board 
REVIEW DATE May 2016   
 








SECTION	Z		
UNDERGRADUATE	TAUGHT	REGULATIONS	


20	CREDIT	STRUCTURE	
	2013	onwards	


 


 Z1 of Z2 pages 
 
 


                                                                                                                                       
Z  UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE CREDIT  


 


Z.1 General Regulations 
Z.1.1 This section of the regulations relates to the awarding of University Credit. This section 


must be read in conjunction with Sections A – E of the University of Wolverhampton 
Academic Regulations. 


 
Z.1.2 Students enrolled on an Undergraduate or Postgraduate credit only course will not be 


registered for a University qualification.  
 
Z.1.3  Students who successfully complete a credit bearing module taught by the University 


will be awarded a University Statement of Credit. 
 


Z.2 The Admission of Students 
Z.2.1 This section is intentionally blank.  
 


Z.3 The Registration of Students 
Z.3.1 The maximum period over which credit governed by Section Z of the Regulations may 


be studied will normally be: 
 


University Credit 1 year full-time 1 year part-time 
 


Z.4 The Management of Student Assessment 
Z.4.1 Section D.2 sets out the grading schemes used by the University of Wolverhampton.  For 


courses governed by Section Z of the Regulations, the following schemes will be used: 
 


Levels 3 -7 Percentage Mark Scheme 
 


Z.5 The Management of Assessment Boards 
 
Z.5.1 Module Results Boards will confirm module results for students, in accordance with 


Section E of these regulations.  
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Z.6 Award Credit Requirements  
Z.6.1 To be eligible for a University Statement of Credit, having completed a course 


governed by Section Z of the Regulations, a student will need to have met the following 
credit requirements:  
 


 
Qualification 


Total 
Credits 
required 


Level  
 


  3 4 5 6 7 
 


Postgraduate Statement of 
University Credit 
 


Min 20     min 20  


Undergraduate Statement of 
University Credit 
 


Min 20 Minimum 20 at level 3/4/5/6  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
VERSION 4 OWNER Academic  Registrar 
APPROVED DATE 19/08/13 APPROVED BY Academic Board 
REVIEW DATE May 2016   
 





